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Christmas is so close I can almost

smell the pine needles – in the world

of craft, at least! It might not be time

to crack open the mince pies just

yet, but we’re ramping up our festive

makes here at Mollie. After all the stress and 

uncertainty this year has brought, 25th

December is like a shining light to look

forward to. And, this issue we’re serving you 

seasonal joy with the colour amped up.

There’s definitely a time and place for

calming neutrals, but right now we’re feeling

the need for a creative boost. So as well as

Hayley Victory’s sparkly felt wreath on the

cover, you’ll find a rainbow patchwork quilt

to cosy up with, a statement geo cushion for

your sofa, jazzy cross stitch and more. Not

everything is all-out Christmas, but there’s a

sizeable helping of merry and bright makes!

If you’re looking for something more

soothing, find positive vibes in our studio

tour with ceramicist Pip Wilcox, capture

those last days of summer with dried flower

art, and unwind with macramé. Whatever

your tastes or current mood, hopefully we’ve 

squeezed in something to inspire you!  

Yvette Streeter Editor 

Wel c om e
122
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10 Mollie loves
Discover what’s new in craft and design 
from our favourite small businesses

14 Felt Christmas wreath
Kick off your festive crafting with this
colourful easy-sew hanging, adorned
with pom poms and a chunky tassel

21 Cropped jacket
Embrace the joy of a me-made
wardrobe, just in time for chillier days

24 Latest crush
This month it’s all about textured
brights, warming up homes and
wardrobes with buys and a make  

28 Knitted bag
We’re making tinsel yarn fashion
forward in statement kitsch style 

THE LATEST FROM THE
WORLD OF HANDMADE

14

28

51

77

37

In t r o d u c i n g

INSIDE

THIS

ISSUE
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take a look around ceramic
artist pip wilcox’s  

studio space

46

57

37 Patchwork quilt
Sew all the colours of the rainbow  
in this ultimate winter warmer

42 Christmas banner
Spread positive vibes and all the
seasonal feels by making your own
version of this velvet tasselled banner

46 Meet the maker
Ceramicist Pip Wilcox talks career
changes and the joys of middle age, 
plus shows us around her studio

51 Crochet cushion
Step up your crochet skills with this
gorgeous geo patterned accessory 

54 Get the look
Working from home? Here’s how to
upgrade your desk or craft space 

CREATIVE INSPIRATION FOR  
YOUR LIFE AND HOME

67 Cross stitch gift tags
Personalise this year’s presents with 
cute stitched tags and gift bags

70 Macramé belt
Carry the boho look into your winter
wardrobe with one quick-make piece

74 Good read
Holly Johnson shares ways to make
genuine craft connections online 

77 Dried flower globe
Hold on to the beauty of summer
through this calming botanical art

82 Templates
All the shapes for this issue’s makes 

90 Tea and a chat
We chat to illustrator Megan Dymock 

HAND-PICKED PROJECTS
TO FALL IN LOVE WITH

57 Bonus papers
Cut, stick and frame
Alana Keenan’s cute
doodled papers and 
yuletide prints 

32 Subscribe UK
Subscribe to get a John
Lewis sewing machine

76 Subscribe overseas
US readers – subscribe
today to save up to 78%

67

70

Li v i n g Ma k i n g EXCLUSIVE! 

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE 

42
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Chiara Celini
Chiara is an illustrator

inspired by daily life and
people, aiming to capture

relatable moments and
emotions. Chiara also loves
running, lifting, walking and
spending time with family

and friends, as they all help
her creative mindset.

Find Chiara’s Good Read
illustration on page 74.
www.chiaracelini.com

Pip Wilcox
2KR �TUV UCV CV C RQVVGToU YJGGN KP
2008 and has been smitten ever
since. Now living by the seaside
KP *CUVKPIU� UJGoU OCFG EGTCOKEU

her full-time career, alongside
championing women over 40
through her inspiring Middle

Years Monday community.
Get to know Pip on page 46.
www.pipwilcoxceramics.com

Isabella Strambio
Isabella worked as an interior
FGUKIPGT HQT �� [GCTU KP �XG

countries before coming back
to London, quitting her career,

and becoming a full time
OCETCOÅ CTVKUV� 5JGoU CNUQ C �CV

white addict, and dreams of
EQPXGTVKPI JGT JWUDCPFoU

shed into a workshop.
Make Isabella’s beaded

macramé belt on page 70. 
www.twome.co.uk

Sylvia Nettey
Self-taught maker Sylvia learnt
VQ UGY UKZ [GCTU CIQ CPF JCUPoV

stopped since. Building a unique
wardrobe by unravelling her ideas

and putting them together one stitch
at a time, colour-obsessed Sylvia is

all about making sewing fun.
Whip up Sylvia’s easy cropped 

jacket on page 21.
www.theravelout.com

Contr i bu t or s
122

Cheers!
Natalie Beard, Valerie Bracegirdle,

Alun Callender, Becki Clark,
Becca Duncan @ Mustard Models,

Megan Dymock, Morgane Illes,
Holly Johnson, Alana Keenan,

Kim Lawrence, Kayley MacLean,
Philip Sowels, Paula Steel,

Hayley Victory, Lara Watson

Alice Gabb
An ardent celebrator of all things lettering,
calligrapher and banner maker Alice also

loves hunting for vintage jumpsuits or
treasures in charity shops, holding placards
CV RTQVGUVU CPF VGPFKPI VQ JGT �QYGTU�
Sew Alice’s festive banner on page 42. 

www.alicegabb.com



Designer, actress, home renovator, gardener, crafter and quilter, 

Maureen McCormick is a maker and creative spirit whose love of

retro style infuses her fabrics.While you might know her from her

years as Marcia Brady on The Brady Bunch, she grew up loving quilts

and the family connections they represent.A Blooming Bunch colors

JYRO] �S[IVW ERH TVMRXW [MXL ER YTHEXIH VIXVS TEPIXXI XS GVIEXI E
collection that has a modern and kind of groovy feel.

“Here’s my story...what I love about the 70s style is that it feels very

GLMG� JYR� LETT]� �S[IV] ERH FVII^]� ERH MX TYXW E WQMPI SR Q] JEGI�
It makes us feel good because it takes us back to a simpler time, to

the simple pleasures that are near and dear to my heart. From the

colors of the 70s to the fashion, music and prints, I love it all.And I’m

so happy to bring A Blooming Bunch to all of you ‘lovely people.’ ”

Precuts, Patterns and Yardage
Available October 2020
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Play a Card (ZC PCQP) Pattern by Zen Chic 
87”x87” • Charm Pack Friendly



© 2020 moda fabrics • all rights reserved

)�[]VVa�UWZVQVO�I\�\PM�TWKIT�Æ�MI�UIZSM\�aQMTL[�

IV�MKTMK\QK�KWUXQTI\QWV�WN�N]V�IVL�N]VSa�Å�VL[�

\PI\�QV[XQZM�+I\PM�[�VM_�.TMI�5IZSM\�5W`QM�

KWTTMK\QWV��/]U�_ZIXXMZ�KPIQV[�\W�ZMUQVL�][�WN�

[_MM\�KPQTLPWWL�UWUMV\[��+WTWZN]T�VMMLTMXWQV\[�

\PI\�[\QZ�_IZU��/ZIVLUI�^QJM[��)�JTIKS���_PQ\M�

XPW\W�WN�\W]ZQ[\[�_I\KPQVO

>QV\IOM�XIQV\�Ja�V]UJMZ�X
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quilting, enhance eclectic 
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IVL�X]\�[WUM�X]VKP�QV�

your projects!
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THE LATEST FROM THE WORLD OF HANDMADE

In t r o d u c i n g

Scarf season is upon us,
so we’re making a start on

festive crafting and scrolling
for indie biz Christmas

gifts. Handmade presents
are a top pick, but how

about going one better and
letting them fall for the craft?

Cue Knit Collage’s chunky
Chevron Sunrise Shawl kit.

www.knitcollage.com
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you might not
have known it,
but this window box necklace
is what’s been missing from
your life this whole time.
British jeweller Little Moose
creates the most whimsical
perspex accessories, but this
stunner takes the crazy plant
lady crown – a bit of green
space with you every day.
www.noths.com/littlemoose

just landed

DIY Pusheen
is yours for the making.
Stitch & Story have
launched four adorable
beginner-friendly kits so
you can knit or crochet
the internet’s favourite
tabby and her Sloth
bestie. Each of the kits
uses Stitch & Story’s
velvety new Roly Poly
Plush yarn, resulting in 
extra squishable
handmade kitties.
Bookmark this one for
the Christmas list.
www.stitchandstory.com

SWEATER WEATHER
IS BETTER WEATHER,
but it can always be improved by

new threads of the slow fashion
variety. Limpet’s embroidered
Stay Fruity sweatshirt not only

ticks that box, but it also hits the
cosy-but-chic late autumn sweet
spot. And honestly, we’ve never

relied on our comfy clothes
more, so we reckon you’re due a

treat yo’self moment.
www.limpetstore.com

MOLLIE

LOVES
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HAPPY MAIL   
is guaranteed with The 
Completist’s new washi 
tape. Each mini segment 
is not only a masterpiece, 
but perforated like an 
actual postage stamp.   
www.the-completist.com

brand focus

Tihara Smith
Hello, lush texture and 

vibrant colour. Caribbean 
inspiration with a London 

twist is the vibe behind 
Tihara Smith’s incredible 

fashion and lifestyle brand. 
Her current collection online 

includes joyous raffia 
embroideries, cards and 

prints, and fashion forward 
bridal accessories. Faux fur 
bag with a banana handle, 

anyone? Make her shop your 
go-to for design-led pieces 

you won’t see anywhere else. 
www.tiharasmith.com

Advertisement feature

BOOK OF
THE MONTH

Queen of punch needle Amy

Oxford has created a one-stop

resource for beginners and

advanced crafters alike. Punch

Needle Rug Hooking is the guide

you’ll keep to hand while you

learn, and throughout your

punch needle adventures.

In her latest book, Amy shares

instructions, tips, inspiration

and in-depth information

about every aspect of punch

needle rug hooking. Create

her colourful contemporary

pomegranate project and

ginkgo project, and learn to

turn your work into long-lasting

treasures like wall hangings,

chair pads, rugs, cushions, and

anything else your imagination

can dream up.

Plus you’ll find the history

of rug punching inside, amazing

works by today’s biggest names,

interviews with top makers,

how to handle the unexpected,

and much, much more.

Amy Oxford is the founder of

the Oxford Rug Hooking School

and is a nationally renowned

instructor. She’s been teaching

the craft since 1986, and has

been o�ering teacher certification

programs since 1994 – there are

now over 110 Oxford Certified

Instructors in the US, Canada,

UK, Ireland and Germany. Amy

is the inventor, manufacturer and

distributor of the Oxford Punch

Needle, and is the founder of Red

Clover Rugs, a rug hooking shop

and mail order business.

www.amyoxford.com

Punch Needle Rug
Hooking: Your Complete
Resource to Learn and

Love the Craft

BOUT

THE

UTHOR

Amy Oxford



NEED TO READ

Legendary ladies
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Jane
Austen and Rosa Parks. What
do these three women have in
common? They changed the
world for the better and they’re
immortalised in amigurumi in
Carla Mitrani’s new pattern
book, Crochet Iconic Women.
15 stitchable heroines are
featured inside, with icons from
history and the present day.
www.davidandcharles.com

Etsy’s been
doing more
collabs lately
and we love to see it. Our
current fave is Brit YouTuber
Zoella’s curated selection of
12 dreamy new homewares
– be prepared to add to
basket. The limited edition
collection includes prints,
stationery, ceramics and
textiles, all handmade by
talented UK Etsy sellers in a
fresh cohesive palette. We’ve
obviously got our eye on
this dotty planter by Mollie
fave Atelier Stella. www.etsy.
com/collections/zoella

NEW FAVOURITE

RAISE A HAND
if you also think tea
towels can legitimately
double as art. Sure,
they’re intended to dry
dishes, but what’s to
stop you adding this big
cat beauty to your gallery
wall as a textile print?
Either that, or your gift
for the in-laws/auntie/
Tiger King-obsessed
mate is now sorted.
www.instagram.com/
elizabethrachael

adore crafting 
for a cause?
Then grab Going Home’s
special edition Pink Boob
Macramé Wall Hanging Kit.
You’ll knot your own glorious
artisan tatas, and 50% of the
profits’ll go to UK charity
Breast Cancer Now. www.
goinghomedesign.etsy.com

12 MOLLIE MAKES



M A K E T H E F E S T I V E S E A S O N M E R R Y A N D B R I G H T W I T H A C R A F T Y

F U N D R A I S E R I N A I D O F T H E M E N T A L H E A L T H C H A R I T Y M I N D

T
he countdown to Christmas has just begun and
you’re no doubt looking forward to getting
your festive crafts on. But in the true spirit of
Christmas, why not give a little something back
at the same time this year? By hosting a
Crafternoon – a crafty fundraiser in aid of the

mental health charity Mind – not only will you be able to
channel your creativity and spend some quality time with
friends and family, but you’ll also be raising funds for a
great cause at the same time!

All you have to do is gather your favourite people on
Saturday 5 December for a fun-filled afternoon. Don’t worry
if you're busy that day, just pick another date that works for
you and get crafting! You can host the event either online
or at home, and Mind will provide all the tips and practical
support you need to make it a real cracker of an event.

So go on, unleash your creativity and unwind amidst the
Christmas chaos, and feel good knowing that every penny
you raise with your Crafternoon will help Mind support those
experiencing a mental health problem – something that can

be especially challenging during the festive season. The
charity wouldn’t be able to provide its vital mental health
support without fundraisers like you, so you truly will be
making a difference.

H O W T O H O S T A C R A F T E R N O O N
01 Sign up for a Crafternoon kit at www.mind.org.uk/
crafternoon. The kit includes crafty templates, recipes and
all the practical support you’ll need to host the event.
02 Choose your activity. Mind has lots of online templates
to inspire you, from homemade Christmas cards and
colourful crackers to pretty paper wreaths.
03 Invite your guests – the more the merrier!
04 It’s easy to fundraise at your Crafternoon. Just ask each
of your guests to make a donation to Mind in order to take
part. You can collect these in person on the day or online
on a fundraising page.
05 Clear your table, or set up your laptop, if you’re hosting 
the event online. Then just get ready for a relaxing 
afternoon with friends and family.

Crafting for a cause 

A D V E RT I S E M E N T  F E AT U R E

Hold a for Mind this Christmas. 
Sign up y kit at mind.org.uk/crafternoon

f
p for your free



Jazz up your festive décor with Hayley Victory’s
ultimate Christmas wreath
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cover star 



MATERIALS

QMDF wreath base with
hanging hole, 15cm (6") 
diameter
QWool felt, 1mm (1/16")

thick in red, magenta,
bright pink, aqua, violet,
lime green and orange
(we got ours fromwww.
woolfeltcompany.co.uk)
QGold glitter felt, 1mm 

(1/16")
QOrange pom pom trim
QDK yarn in neon pink,

violet, red and light blue
QGold metallic yarn (we

used Anchor Artiste
Metallic Crochet Thread 
in Gold 300)
QEmbroidery thread in 

red, pink, green,
orange, violet, light  
blue and gold
QEmbroidery needle
QGlue gun

HOW TO MAKE A FELT CHRISTMAS WREATH 

After the craziness of 2020, the

thought of crafting for Christmas 

is bringing us even more joy

than usual. From ornaments and
stockings to wall hangings and
advent calendars, get ready to
embrace it all over the next few
issues of Mollie, starting with this 
absolute cracker of a wreath.

Colourful, cheery, sparkly and
tactile, it’s everything we love in a
festive make, complete with pom
poms and tassels – ’tis the season,
after all. If you can, use 100% wool 
felt as it’s much more durable,
meaning you can hang up your 
version for years to come.

Zingy shades not your vibe?
Switch it up for more traditional
reds and greens, or experiment
with a selection of pastel shades, 
Christmas kitsch-style.

01 Place the hoop base on a sheet
of magenta felt and draw around 

QExtra small pom pom 
maker
QFabric glue
QSoft toy stuffing
QGold ribbon
QCard, 11cm (43/8") long
QBlack marker pen

01

07

02

08

03

09

16 MOLLIE MAKES



it, making sure to mark the hanging
hole. If you can’t get hold of an
MDF base, you could always use a
circle of cardboard instead. Cut out
the hoop shape from the felt, then 
put it to one side.
02 Using the large leaf template on
page 82, cut out the following: six
magenta leaves, six red leaves, four
violet leaves, four green leaves,
four aqua blue leaves and two
orange leaves. Next, use the small
leaf template to cut two magenta
leaves, two bright pink leaves, four
red leaves, four violet leaves, two
aqua blue leaves, six orange leaves
and six green leaves. Arrange each
of the leaf shapes into matching 
pairs of the same colour.
03 Using templates A and B on
page 82, cut two template A
shapes and three template B
shapes from the gold felt. Cut out
the following using template C:
one bright pink shape, two gold 

shapes, two violet shapes and two 
magenta shapes.
04 Glue a template A shape onto
a large magenta leaf and a large
green leaf, then glue a template
B shape onto a large orange leaf,
a large red leaf and a large violet
leaf. Glue one template C shape
each onto two small orange leaves,
two small green leaves, a small
magenta leaf, a large red leaf
and a large green leaf, referring
to the image as a guide to the 
colourways. Leave to dry.
05 Next, sew the backs onto the
leaves from Step 4. Using blanket
stitch and one strand of matching
embroidery thread, sew around the
edges of the first leaf pair, stopping
three-quarters of the way along.
06 Fill the shape with a small
amount of stuffing, then continue 
sewing to close the gap with
blanket stitch. Repeat to sew and 
stuff each of these leaf pairs.

04

10

05

11

06

12

07 Cut out the following using
the diamond template on page 
82: 14 gold diamonds, one
orange diamond, five bright pink
diamonds, two violet diamonds
and one green diamond. Glue
three diamonds each onto two
large magenta leaves, two large 
aqua blue leaves, one large
violet leaf and one large red
leaf, referring to the image for
the correct colourways and
positioning. Glue two violet
diamonds onto one small aqua
blue leaf, two gold diamonds onto
one small violet leaf and two bright
pink diamonds onto one small red
leaf as shown, then leave to dry.
08 On the small leaves with two
diamonds, add straight stitches

using gold embroidery thread,
as shown. The backs can then be
sewn onto all the remaining leaves
as per Steps 5-6, stuffing each one
before stitching the gap closed.

MOLLIE MAKES 17 



HOW TO MAKE A FELT CHRISTMAS WREATH 

09 Wrap the pink yarn around the
length of the card forty times.
Next, wrap the gold yarn around
the pink yarn four times. Cut a
20cm (77/8") length of pink yarn,
thread it under the yarn bundle,
then knot it at the top of the card
to secure it. Bring the ends down
into the yarn bundle, then cut the
yarn at the bottom of the card.
10 Wrap a length of gold yarn
around the top of the tassel,
roughly 2.5cm (1") down from the
top, and knot the ends. Trim the
bottom of the tassel to neaten it.
11 Position the felt wreath base
from Step 1 with the hole at the
top. Sew the tassel onto the
bottom centre of the felt base 
using matching thread.
12 Cut three short lengths of pom
pom trim and sew it to the base
using matching thread, following
the image as a guide to placement.
Make sure the pom poms hang 

over the edge of the felt – the
ribbon will be covered with leaves
so only the pom poms will show.
13 Using the pom pom maker,
make two pom poms in pink yarn
and one each in violet, red and
light blue yarn. To make the pom
poms, wrap yarn around one half
of the pom pom maker first, then
the second, really filling both sides
– the yarn should create an oval
shape. Close the two halves and
cut all around the middle groove
of the pom pom maker using a
small, sharp pair of scissors. Tie a
length of matching yarn around
the groove of the pom pom maker,
double knot it, then open both
halves. Remove the pom pom and
trim to neaten, taking time to cut it 
into an even sphere shape.
14 Starting at the bottom of the
felt wreath base and working up
towards the top, begin placing
the leaves around the whole 

shape, using the main image as a
guide. Once you’re happy with the
placement of each element, take a 
picture to refer back to.
15 Sew each leaf in place from
the back of the felt wreath base,
tweaking the placement as you
go so the design matches the 
picture taken in Step 14.
16 Position on the pom poms,
spacing them around the wreath

and using them to fill in any gaps, 
then sew in place.
17 Position the felt wreath base
onto the MDF base, aligning
the edges. Use the glue gun to
carefully stick down sections of
the felt base at a time with small
amounts of glue, then leave to dry.
18 Once the felt is firmly affixed to
the base, thread a length of gold
ribbon through the hole at the
top and knot the ends. The ribbon
can then be used to hang up the 
finished wreath.

13

16

14

17

15

18
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EXCLUSIVE PATTERN FROM

Bo�N� Ne�K

Fi�I��

TRY
3 ISSUES

FOR £5!

Simply Sewing is the perfect magazine or t e odern se
Simple-to-follow projects mean you can get started straight

away, using the fabulous free gifts with every issue. Already whipping

up home-sewn makes? Be inspired by expert tricks and tips, in-depth

technical features and profiles of amazing designers. Simply Sewing is a

new approach to dressmaking and home sewing.

Terms and conditions: This introductory offer is for new UK Direct Debit subscribers only.After your first 3

issues, your subscription will continue at £17.99 every 3 issues. Full details of the Direct Debit guarantee are 

available on request. Prices correct at point of print and subject to change. Offer ends 31st December 2020. 

UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part 

of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Outside of free call packages call 

charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute.  

Lines are open Mon to Fri 8am – 6pm and Sat 9am – 1pm.

www.gathered.how/simplysewing

G�ge�� gift�
ever� ��u�!

SIZES
8-18

US 6 16
EUR 36 46

s�� � Pe�E�
p�� Co�L��

t�� Or�O� s��

a�� � Pl�A�e� Sk�R�
t� M��e � St�L�s� Dr�S�

EXCLUS VE PATTERN FROM

DRESS + TOP

TOP FRONT

DRESS FRONT

DRESS BACK

TOP BACK

facebook.com/simplysewingmagazine twitter.com/simplysewing_

pinterest.com/simplysewingmag instagram.com/simplysewingmag

SUBSCRIBE TODAY: 
 TRY 3 ISSUES FOR £5!
www.buysubscriptions.com/SWHA2020

or call 03330 162 149 & quote code SWHA2020
†

MEET THE MAKER HAYLEY VICTORY

Hayley is a contemporary 
textile artist and craft advocate 
from the West Midlands. 
She mainly works with felt 
and yarns, creating colourful 
floral wreaths and hanging 
decorations to brighten 
up people’s homes. When 
Hayley’s not buried under a 
mountain of pom poms, she’ll 
be off adventuring in the Wyre 
forest. Visit her website to shop 
her makes, and follow her on 
Instagram @hayleyvictory for a 
ix of colour on your feed.

www.hayleyvictory.co.uk 



High quality wall prints & frames Wide range of products Fast & affordable delivery

www.posterlounge.co.uk
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Kick off your me-made wardrobe with Sylvia Nettey’s 

beginner-friendly jacket 
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MATERIALS

Q Jacket (preferably 
collarless)

� Heavy-weight
cotton fabric

� Pattern paper
� Tailors’ chalk
� Buttons
� Iron-on interfacing

Fancy trying something new? We

got you. Even if the thought of

sewing anything other than

cushions seems scary, we
guarantee you’ll be converted by 
the end of this project.

All you need is designer Sylvia’s
expertise and a little help from
your favourite jacket, and you’ll be
updating your coat rack in no time.
As you’ll be using an existing
garment to create this, ideally it’ll 
be collarless, but the length
doesn’t matter – you can easily 
crop the pattern yourself.

Simply pick a fabric you like the 
look of, grab some sheets of
pattern paper and jump right in, 
just in time for chillier days.

01 To create the back piece
pattern, place the jacket face down
on a sheet of pattern paper and
fold the sleeves to the back to
reveal the shape of the shoulders,
as shown. Trace around the jacket, 
stopping at the bottom of the
collar, then fold the collar back
slightly to trace the neckline. Add
1cm (3/8") to the sides and top and
2.5cm (1") to the bottom hem, then

cut out the pattern piece. If the
jacket you’re tracing isn’t cropped,
cut the pattern at waist length to 
achieve a cropped look.
02 To create the front piece
pattern, move the jacket onto a
new piece of pattern paper and
fold it in half as shown. Adjust the
sleeves to reveal the shape of the
shoulder seam, then trace the
shape of the jacket front, folding
the collar back slightly to trace the
neckline as before. Add 1cm (3/8") to
the sides and top and 2.5cm (1") to
the bottom hem, then cut out the
pattern piece. If the jacket isn’t
cropped, cut the pattern at the
same point as the back piece.
03 To create the sleeve pattern,
place a jacket sleeve onto a new
piece of pattern paper, as shown.
Trace around it, stopping at the top
and bottom seams, then fold the
sleeve back to trace that section.

Mark the top long edge of the
sleeve with a directional arrow, add
1cm (3/8") all around, then cut out 
the pattern piece.
04 Press the fabric to remove any
creases, then lay it out right side
(RS) up. Pin the back piece pattern 

onto the fabric, mark around it,
then cut out the marked piece. For
the front piece and sleeves, fold
the fabric in half with RS together.
Position the top long edge of the
sleeve pattern – the edge with the
directional arrow – along the fold
in the fabric, mark around it, then
cut out. Repeat to cut a second
sleeve. Place the front piece
pattern onto the fabric, mark
around it, then cut out. There
should now be two front pieces,
two sleeves and one back piece.
05 Lay the back piece RS up then
place the two front pieces on top,
wrong sides (WS) up. Match the
top shoulder edges and the side
seams, then pin at the shoulders as 
shown – the front pieces will
overlap at the centre of the jacket,
and it doesn’t matter if the jacket
hems don’t match exactly at this
stage. Sew using a 1cm (3/8") seam
allowance, then finish the seam
using zig zag stitch or an overlocker 
and press to one side.
06 Keep one sleeve piece folded in 
half along the length with RS
together, then pin the top end to
the front and back pieces with RS 

HOW TO MAKE A CROPPED JACKET
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together. The fold along the top 
edge should align with the
shoulder seam, the front of the
sleeve should be pinned to the
front piece, and the back of the
sleeve to the back piece with all
raw edges aligned. Sew using a
1cm (3/8") seam allowance, then
finish the seam using zig zag stitch
or an overlocker and press to one
side. Repeat for the second sleeve.
07 With the jacket still WS out, pin
along the side seams and bottom
long edges of the sleeves, leaving
the sleeve hem open. Sew using a
1cm (3/8") seam allowance, then
finish the seams using zig zag
stitch or an overlocker and press
them to one side. Turn the jacket 
RS out and press.
08 To stabilise and prepare the
front of the jacket for fasteners, cut
two 2cm (�") wide strips of
interfacing to the same length as
the long raw edge down the jacket
front. Following the manufacturer’s
instructions, press onto the WS of
the jacket front as shown, aligning
the edges. Fold both jacket front
edges to the WS by 0.5cm (�") and
press, fold again by 2cm (�") and 

press, then sew along the edge of 
the fold to secure in place.
09 To create a pocket pattern, trace
a pocket on the original jacket onto
a piece of pattern paper. Add 1cm
(3/8") to the sides and bottom and
2.5cm (1") to the top, then cut out.
Alternatively, mark out a rectangle
approximately 20cm (77/8") high and
18.5cm (73/8") wide onto the pattern
paper – this can be adjusted
depending on the size of the jacket
and the desired size of the
pockets. Cut out the pattern, then
use this to cut two pockets from
the fabric, making sure the pattern
runs in the right direction.
10 On each pocket piece, fold the
sides and bottom to the WS by
1cm (3/8") and press in place, then
fold the top to the WS by 2.5cm
(1") and press in place. Sew along
the edge of the top fold on each
pocket piece to secure in place. 
11 Lay the jacket face up,
overlapping the long front edges,
then position on the pockets, RS
up. Make sure they both sit at the
same height, then pin in place –
you can try the jacket on at this
point to make sure you’re happy 

with the positioning. Sew along the
sides and bottom of each pocket,
as close to the edge as possible.
12 Turn the jacket WS out, then fold 
the bottom hem to the WS by
2.5cm (1") – this measurement may
need adjusting slightly to make
sure the front and back hems sit at
the same height. Press in place and
pin, then press and pin the sleeve
hems to the WS by 2.5cm (1").
Press and pin the neckline to the
WS, working carefully to keep an
even edge, then sew all three  
hems and the neckline.
13 With the jacket RS out, mark five
evenly spaced points along one 
front long edge for the
buttonholes. Sew the buttonholes 
following the manufacturer’s
instructions with the sewing
machine, then cut each one open
carefully. Lay the jacket face up,
then fold the jacket front side with
the buttonholes over the opposite
side. Mark the five positions where
the buttons should sit onto the
opposite jacket front long edge.
14 Sew the buttons onto the
marked positions, then give the
jacket a final press to finish.

Sylvia’s DIY sewing blog
is dedicated to making
classic pieces with fun
twists. Being a self-
taught sewist means
Sylvia learns something
new with every project,
and she loves sharing
her journey. Find her on
Insta @theravelout.
www.theravelout.com

MEET THE MAKER

SYLVIA NETTEY
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TEXTURE & 
COLOUR

Combining cosiness with bold, 
bright hues, this trend is what 

we need this winter. Be it woven, 
needle punched or knitted, 

embrace any tactile goodness 
that gives you a warm glow.

LATEST 

CRUSH
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01 Everything goes with
rainbow. www.knitsafari.com
02  Upgrade your coasters 
for hot choc season. www.
studioelseware.etsy.com
03  Old rugs, new tricks – it’s
upholstery at its finest.
www.lisacomforthome.com
04  Weaving its way into  
our hearts and our homes.
www.labasketry.com
05  Can’t wait to touch this 
clutch. www.oliverbonas.com

TURN OVER TO 

DIY TEXTURED 

BRIGHTS 

make
it!

10

06 Give tired feet a treat.
www.antipodream.co.uk
07  Get all the feels from  
this beaded velvet beauty.
www.millie-amber.co.uk
08  Concrete evidence your 
plants need a new home.
www.marimasot.com
09 Chunky yet funky. www.
habitat.co.uk
10  Throw it back with 
retro-style tufting and fringe 
for days. www.iansnow.com
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Kim lives in a bright
pink Art Deco house
in sunny Motueka, at
the top of the South
Island in New Zealand.
When she isn’t crafting
– which is rare – she
can be found walking,
reading or pottering in
her garden. Find more
colourful stitchy inspo
on her Instagram
@cupcakecutiecraft.
www.cupcakecutie 
craft.com

MEET THE MAKER

KIM LAWRENCE

TEXTURED
WALL ART

01 Stretch the fabric over the
frame and staple in place at the
back, pulling the fabric taut
and working one side at a time.
Turn the frame right side (RS)
up and trace the design on
page 82 onto the front of the
fabric. Flip the frame, then
trace the marked design onto
the fabric’s wrong side (WS).
02 Thread the end of the
turquoise yarn through the eye
of the punch needle from the
slot side. Pull the ball end of
the yarn to rest in the slot at
the bottom, then pull the yarn
up and back until the yarn is
flush in the slot. Leave a 2.5cm
(1") yarn tail hanging from the 
eye of the punch needle.
03 Hold the punch needle with
the slot side up and punch it
down into the RS of the fabric
along the outline of the middle
shape. Pull it back up and skim
the tip over the fabric slightly, 

then punch back down. Repeat
along the outline, making sure
the stitches just touch and are 
roughly 0.5cm (�") long.
04 Once the outline is done,
work a second row inside the
first, staggering the stitches.
Continue working inwards,

then finish by pushing the
needle into the fabric. Cut the
yarn at the tip, hold onto the
yarn and pull out the needle.
05 Using dark pink yarn and the
yarn needle, fill the bottom left
circle and bottom right curve
with satin stitch, following the 
guide on page 82.
06 Working on the WS of the
fabric, needle punch the shape
around the dark pink circle in
light blue yarn as per Steps 2-4.
Next, needle punch the circle
in the centre using aqua yarn.
07 Turn the frame RS up and
thread the yarn needle with
light pink yarn. Starting at the 

outline of the bottom right

curved shape, bring the needle
up from the back, make a small
loop, then take the needle back
down. Hold the loop in place,
then bring the needle back up
next to it to form another loop. 
Repeat to fill the shape.
08 Fill the top left curve using
light pink yarn and satin stitch.
09 Working on the WS of the 
fabric, needle punch the
second top curved shape. Turn
the frame RS up, then cut the
loops at the front and trim to 
create a fluffy texture.
10 Needle punch the top left
circle in bright pink yarn, then
needle punch the remaining
top right shape in light blue.
11 With the frame WS up, fill
the last shape around the pink
circle using needle punch and
aqua yarn. To finish, trim the
yarn ends to the same height

as the stitches around them.

make

it!

MATERIALS
40 x 40cm (15� x 15�") backing fabric (we

used hessian) 30 x 30cm (117/8 x 117/8") wooden
picture frame Oxford punch needle, size 10

Chunky-weight yarn in light pink Chenille yarn
in dark pink Aran-weight yarn in turquoise

DK-weight yarn in bright pink, aqua and light
blue  Yarn needle  Staple gun  Marker pen

01

07

05

09

06

11
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delicate wash

CELEBRATING 30  YEARS!

BECAUSE WHAT YOU CREATE,

DESERVES THE BEST CARE

THE SPA TREATMENT FOR YOUR FINE WASHABLES

EUCALAN.COM

Online shop – cottons, linens, corduroys, canvas & Japanese fabrics

www.fabricinspirations.co.uk

100% wool, 40% wool, Polyester & Handmade felts

www.woolfeltcompany.co.uk

A BIG

THANKS 
TO OUR 

nhscharitiestogether.co.uk

To donate to the NHS please go to 
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Say hello to your new favourite accessory 

 – Becca Parker’s fluffy knit bag
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MATERIALS

Q King Cole Tinsel Chunky
yarn, 75% polyester/25%
metallic, 50g/70m per
ball, three balls in Plum
(3136) (we got ours from
www.lovecrafts.com)
Q 4mm (UK 8, US 6)

knitting needles
Q 5mm (UK 6, US 8)

knitting needles
Q 26 pearl beads, 1cm (3/8 ")

diameter
Q Four lockable stitch 

markers
Q Yarn needle

We all know the less practical a

bag looks, the higher it rates on

the fashion-forward scale, so this

one is definitely up there.
Elevating tinsel yarn from quirky

novelty item to fluffy must-have,
this make is an instant mood
booster. Plus, it’ll easily fit your
phone, keys and mask inside –
handy and aesthetically pleasing.

These kitsch-style clutches are all
over the high street at the moment,
so recreate your own version for a
quick wardrobe update. We’ve
gone for lilac as it’s our latest
colour crush, but you could easily
opt for soft pink, or even go all out 
with something more jazzy.    

Instructions

The bag is knitted in three panels
which are then sewn together. The
front, base and back are made in
one long panel and joined to the 
two side panels. Finally, two
beaded handles are knitted and 
sewn to the bag.
When instructed to place a bead in
the pattern, draw a bead up along 

the yarn as close to the needles as 
possible before the yarn goes
around the needle for that stitch. 

Main body

Front

Using 5mm needles, cast on 35 sts
Rows 1-50 k
Place a stitch marker in the first and
last sts of the next row�to mark the 
start of the base 

Base

Rows 51-79 k
Place a stitch marker in the first and
last sts of the next row to mark the 
start of the�back

Back

Rows 79-129 k
Cast off

Side panels (make two)

Using 5mm needles, cast on 15 sts
Rows 1-50 k 
Cast off�

Making up

Lay the three rectangle pieces out 

HOW TO MAKE A KNITTED BAG 

TENSION

Approx 10 sts and 10 rows to 
5cm (2") square

ABBREVIATIONS (UK)

st(s) stitch(es)
k knit

FINISHED SIZE

Approx 18 x 18 x 10cm (71/8 x 71/8 
x 4"), not including handles



flat in a cross shape as shown,
placing the short ends of the side
panels between the marked sts on 
the Main body piece.
Fold the four sides up to form a
box shape and pin in place, then
cut a long length of yarn and
whipstitch the sides together using
the yarn needle.�

Handles (make two)

Use a yarn needle to thread 13
beads onto the ball of working yarn
Using 4mm needles, cast on 7 sts
Rows 1-40 k
Rows 41-65 Place one bead in the
4th st of the next row and every 
alternate row
The beads added in this way will
give a clustered effect. Smaller
beads will sit neatly in a line down 
the centre of the handle. 
Rows 66-105 k
Cast off, leaving a long yarn tail 

Finishing

Sew one handle onto the front of
the bag and one onto the back
using the yarn needle and the long 

yarn tails. Position the ends of the
handles 5cm (2") down from the
top and 5cm (2") in from either
side. The pearl beads should be 
facing up.
Weave in the ends, then fluff up all
the surfaces of the bag where the 
fibres of the yarn might be
trapped, taking particular care  
over the seams.
If preferred, cut a piece of strong
card to fit the base of the bag – this 
will add structure and prevent
sagging when the bag is in use.  

15% OFF at LoveCrafts!
Get 15% off LoveCrafts yarn

using code MMCRAFTS15

at the checkout. This code is

valid from 1st October 2020

to 31st October 2020 and

can be used once per person

on orders of £/$/�10 or more

(excluding delivery). Please

note, the code can’t be used

against PDF patterns, DMC 

threads or sale items.
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MEET THE MAKER BECCA PARKER

Becca is a designer-
maker who couldn’t
possibly choose
between knitting and
crochet. For latest
makes and pattern
releases, follow her on
Insta @beccamathilde,
and find her wedding
accessories side hustle
on Etsy. www.tobe
adornedshop.etsy.com



Yvette Streeter Editor

Take advantage of this 
amazing offer and receive a 
John Lewis Mini sewing 
machine worth £49 when you
subscribe. This mini sewing
machine is ideal for beginners
– enough functions so you can
start your sewing journey, but
not so many it’s overwhelming.
And, you’ll find plenty of easy

projects and creative inspo inside Mollie Makes!
You’ll also save 28% on the shop price when you pay

just £57.99 for a year’s worth of magazines, so don’t
miss out – subscribe today, while stocks last!

Card no:

Expiry date Valid from

Signature Date

*Sewing machine only available to UK subscribers paying by Direct Debit.
**Your first UK payment will be £62.99 including £5 sewing machine P&P,
payment for the following 13 issues will be £57.99.

FRESH CRAFT

INSPIRATION

EVERY ISSUE!

Q�Your John Lewis Sewing machine worth £49!

Q�SAVE 28% on the magazine shop price

Q�JUST £57.99 for a year’s subscription  

      (+£5 machine p&p)

Q�Magazine delivery direct to your door  

       at no extra cost

Q�Hurry – this offer is strictly limited!

SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS
FREEPOST YOUR UK ORDER TO:
FREEPOST IMMEDIATE MEDIA 
(no further address or stamp required; please write in capitals)

YOUR DETAILS (it is essential you complete this section)

Title Initials Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone number (in case of queries)

Email address

KEEP IN TOUCH Mollie Makes (published by Immediate Media Company Limited)
would like to send you updates, special offers and promotions by email. You can
unsubscribe at any time.

Please tick here if you would like to receive these

We would also like to keep in touch by post and telephone about other relevant offers and
promotions from Immediate Media. If you do not wish to be contacted this way please tick
here post  phone. For more information about how to change the way we contact you, 
and how we hold your personal information, please see our privacy policy which can be 
viewed online at www.immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

Yes, I would like to subscribe to Mollie Makes and receive 
my bonus sewing machine*

HOW TO PAY

1    UK: DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENT ONLY – I would like to pay by Direct Debit every 
13 issues (please complete the direct debit form below) 

2 OVERSEAS: Please debit my MasterCard Visa

Amount  �84.99 (Europe)  A$129.99 (Aus)  £99.99 (Rest of World) 

Instruction to your bank or building society 
to pay by Direct Debit UK only

Signature(s)

Date

Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.

Branch sort code

To: The Manager Bank/building society

Address

Postcode

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Immediate Media company Bristol Ltd, Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this Instruction may remain with Immediate Media company 
Bristol Ltd and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my bank/building society. 

Bank/building society account number

2ULJLQDWRU·V�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�QXPEHU 7 1 0 6 4 4

This special introductory offer ends 15th November 2020 and is subject to availability while 
stocks last. Bonus sewing machine available for UK subscribers only, paying by Direct Debit. 
Your sewing machine will be dispatched via courier within 28 days of your payment being 
processed. If you are unavailable a further two deliveries will be attempted. After this time 
any subsequent delivery will be charged for. This offer is strictly limited and Immediate 
Media Company Ltd reserves the right to send an alternative product of similar value. Your 
subscription will start with the next available issue and you will receive 13 issues in a year. 
All savings are calculated as a percentage of Basic Annual Rate, excluding sewing machine 
postage cost. The UK Basic Annual Rate is £80.87 which includes event issues published in 
a 12-month period. Full details of the Direct Debit guarantee are available upon request. 
Prices correct at point of print and subject to change.

ORDER REFERENCE: MMP122

UK – 13 issues by Direct Debit at £57.99 + £5 P&P**

EUR – 13 issues at �84.99 AUS – 13 issues at A$129.99

 ROW – 13 issues at $99.99

POST OVERSEAS ORDERS TO: 
Mollie Makes, Immediate Media Company Ltd, PO Box 3320, 3 Queensbridge, 
Northampton NN4 7BF



10 stitch options, two
needle positions, drop-in
bobbin and free arm

Double presser foot
and push lever reverse
to reinforce a stitch

Suitable for light- to
medium-weight fabrics

John Lewis sewing machines
are all compatible with Janome  
sewing machine accessories

FEATURES INCLUDE:

†UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes 
allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Outside of free call packages call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per 

minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 9am – 5pm, for orders and enquiries. Overseas readers call +44 (0) 1604 973 757.

ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.BUYSUBSCRIPTIONS.COM/MMP122
OR CALL NOW on 03330 162 148† and quote code MMP122

FREEPOST your completed order form

 HURRY!

Offer strictly 

limited

SEWING MACHINE WORTH £49
when you subscribe to mollie makes!

USA READERS: 

SEE PAGE 76



Explore fresh project ideas for all your favourite crafts with the brand new website for
makers everywhere. Discover the latest patterns and tutorials for crochet, knitting, sewing,
quilting, papercraft, embroidery and more, and pick up skills from experts you can trust.

www.gathered.how/molliemakes

LEARN NEW CRAFTS & TECHNIQUES

QUICK MAKES WITH SIMPLE HOW-TOS

FRESH IDEAS FROM MODERN CREATIVES

come & visit our brand new website at

www.gathered.how – we’ve joined this

creative community to bring you even

more easy ways to embrace handmade!

THE NEW HOME OF...

DAILY INSPO &

FREE PROJECTS!

BEGINNER-FRIENDLY

WAYS TO GET CRAFTING

EASY-TO-FOLLOW
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES

HANDY VIDEO
TUTORIALS
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CREATIVE INSPIRATION FOR YOUR LIFE AND HOME
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Stay cosy and cheerful with your new favourite project –  

Paula Steel’s beginner-friendly patchwork quilt
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MATERIALS

Q Patterned cotton
quilting fabric, 1�yds
(1.25m) each in red and
orange and 1yrd (1m)
each in yellow, green,
blue, purple and pink
Q Low volume cotton

quilting fabric, �yrd
(75cm) each in red,
orange, yellow, green,
blue, purple and pink
Q�yrd (75cm) cotton

quilting fabric in red
Q 5yds (4.75m) backing 

fabric
Q 90 x 90" (2.3 x 2.3m) 

wadding
Q Rotary cutter
QCutting board
QQuilting ruler
Q Tailor’s chalk
Q Basting spray
QWalking foot

FINISHED SIZE

84 x 84" (2.13 x 2.13m)

Making a quilt is ultimate crafter

goals. It might seem epic, but it’s

worth it to create an heirloom

piece that’ll be around forever.
Plus, the beauty of patchwork is

that it’s simpler than you think – the
key is to just take it step by step, 
starting with cutting out the
fabrics, then sewing together the
blocks. Once you break it down it’s
a lot less intimidating, and it’s a
make you can really take your time
over, perking up dark evenings with
a boost of colour therapy.

We’ve mixed colourful patterned
cottons with low volume versions
– that’s fabrics with a light or white
background and coloured pattern.
Follow designer Paula’s colourway,
or be inspired to create your own.

Cutting the fabric
01 From the red patterned fabric,
cut five 6�" x width of fabric

(WOF) strips, then cut 27 6�"
squares from the strips. Next, cut
two 37/8" x WOF strips, then cut 14 
37/8" squares from the strips.
02 From the orange patterned
fabric, cut five 6�" WOF strips,
then cut 27 6�" squares from the
strips. Next, cut two 37/8" x WOF
strips, then cut 14 37/8" squares 
from the strips.

03 From the yellow patterned
fabric, cut four 6�" x WOF strips,
then cut 23 6�" squares from the
strips. Next, cut two 37/8" x WOF
strips, then cut 12 37/8" squares 
from the strips.
04 From the green patterned

fabric, cut four 6�" x WOF strips,
then cut 19 6�" squares from the
strips. Next, cut one 37/8" x WOF
strip, then cut 10 37/8" squares  
from that strip.
05 From the blue patterned fabric,
cut three 6�" x WOF strips, then
cut 18 6�" squares from the strips.
Next, cut one 37/8" x WOF strip,
then cut eight 37/8" squares from it.
06 From the purple patterned
fabric, cut four 6�" x WOF strips,
then cut 19 6�" squares from the
strips. Cut one 37/8" x WOF strip,
then cut 10 37/8" squares from it.
07 From the pink patterned fabric,
cut four 6�" x WOF strips, then cut
23 6�" squares from the strips.
Next, cut two 37/8" x WOF strips,
then cut 12 37/8" squares from them.
08 From the red low volume fabric,
cut five 3�" x WOF strips, then cut
54 3�" squares from the strips.
Next, cut one 4�" x WOF strip,
then cut seven 4�" squares from it.
09 From the orange low volume

fabric, cut five 3�" x WOF strips, 

then cut 54 3�" squares from the
strips. Cut one 4�" x WOF strip,
then cut seven 4�" squares from it. 
10 From the yellow low volume
fabric, cut four 3�" x WOF strips,
then cut 46 3�" squares from the
strips. Cut one 4�" x WOF strip,
then cut six 4�" squares from it.
11 From the green low volume
fabric, cut four 3�" x WOF strips,
then cut 38 3�" squares from the
strips. Cut one 4�" WOF strip,
then cut five 4�" squares from it.
12 From the blue low volume fabric,
cut three 3�" x WOF strips, then
cut 36 3�" squares from the strips.
Next, cut one 4�" x WOF strip,
then cut four 4�" squares from it.
13 From the purple low volume
fabric, cut four 3�" x WOF strips,
then cut 38 3�" squares from the
strips. Next, cut one 4�" x WOF
strip, then cut five 4�" squares 
from the strip.
14 From the pink low volume fabric,
cut four 3�" x WOF strips, then
cut 46 3�" squares from those
strips. Finally, cut one 4�" WOF
strip, then cut 6 4�" squares from 
that strip.

Diamond in Square block
15 There are two types of blocks
used to make the quilt top. Block B 

HOW TO MAKE A RAINBOW QUILT
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is a Pointed Square block, which
forms the cross shape in the quilt,
and Block A is a Diamond in Square
block, which sits at the centre of
the cross shape. Each Block A is
made with one 4�" low volume
centre square and two patterned
37/8" squares. Following Steps
16-18, make a total of 40 Block As
in the following colourways: seven
in red/low volume red, seven in
orange/low volume orange, seven
in yellow/low volume yellow, seven
in green/low volume green, seven
in blue/low volume blue, seven in
purple/low volume purple and
seven in pink/low volume pink.
16 Take two 37/8" patterned squares
and cut each one in half diagonally,
using the cutting mat, rotary 
cutter and quilting ruler.
17 Place the base of one triangle
along one edge of the 4�" low
volume centre square, right sides
(RS) together, and with the top of
the triangle pointing towards the
centre of the square. Make sure the
triangle is centred with the square
– there should be �" of fabric
overhanging. Pin in place, then sew
�" in from the square edge.
18 Repeat Step 17 with the
opposite edge of the square, then
press the fabrics open. Repeat to 

join the remaining two triangles to
the raw square edges, then press
open again to complete the block.

Pointed Square block
19 Each Pointed Square block,
Block B, is made with one 6�"
patterned square and two 3�"
low volume squares. Following
Steps 20-22, make a total of 156 
Block Bs in the following
colourways: 27 in red/low volume
red, 27 in orange/low volume
orange, 23 in yellow/low volume
yellow, 19 in green/low volume
green, 18 in blue/low volume blue,
19 in purple/low volume purple
and 23 in pink/low volume pink.
20 Place a 3�" low volume square
on the bottom left corner of a 6�"
patterned square, RS together and
aligning the outer raw edges. Pin,
then draw a line diagonally across 
the 3�" square as shown.
21 Sew along the marked line, then
trim the excess fabric �" away from
the seam. Press the seam open.
22 Place the second low volume
square on the bottom right corner
of the patterned square as shown,
RS together and aligning the outer
raw edges. Pin, then draw a line

diagonally across the square and
sew across it. Trim the excess fabric

and press the seam open as before 
to complete the block.

Assembling the quilt
23 Lay out the quilt blocks as per
the layout diagram on page 82.
Starting with the top row, place the 
first two blocks RS together.
Double check each block is facing
in the right direction, then sew the
adjacent two sides with a �" seam.
Press the seam open, then add the
third block onto the second block
in the same way. Repeat to join all
the blocks in the top row, pressing
the seams open after each pair of 
blocks have been joined.
24 Sew each row together in the
same way, matching seams, and
pressing them open as you go.
25 Cut the backing fabric in half
along the length, creating two
2�yrd long pieces. Cut away the
selvedge, then place the fabric
pieces RS together and pin along
one long edge. Sew using a �"
seam, then press open to create 
the quilt back.
26 Press the quilt back and top,
then lay out the quilt back, wrong
side (WS) up. Place the wadding on
top, then roll back 10" of wadding
at the top and lightly spray the quilt
back with basting spray. Carefully 
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fold the wadding back on top of the
sprayed fabric area, taking care to 
smooth out any creases.
27 Roll the remaining wadding back
over the basted wadding and spray
another 10" section of the quilt back
just below the first. Fold the
wadding back into place and
smooth it out, then repeat to baste 
the whole quilt back.
28 Place the quilt top RS up on the
wadding, positioning it centrally.
Baste the quilt top to the wadding 
as per Steps 26-27.
29 Next, quilt the layers. Ours was
professionally long arm quilted with
a star and swirl pattern, but the
easiest method is straight line
quilting. Using the walking foot,
quilt straight lines along the outside
of each block, both horizontally and
vertically across the quilt.

Finishing
30 Trim off any excess wadding and
backing fabric and square up the
quilt. To make binding strips, cut the
�yrd piece of red fabric into 2�" x 
WOF strips.
31 Place the ends of two strips RS
together at a 90º angle. Draw a 45º
line from the top left corner to the
bottom right where the strips meet,
as shown, then sew along the 

marked line. Trim the excess fabric
�" away from the seam, then press
the seam open. Repeat to join all 
the binding strips.
32 Fold the binding in half along the
length with WS together and press.
Starting a third of the way down one
edge of the quilt, leaving roughly 6" 
of binding loose, pin the folded
binding to the quilt sandwich,
aligning the raw edges. Sew using
a �" seam, oversewing at the start
of the seam to secure the stitches.
33 Stop �" from the corner, then
rotate the quilt sandwich so the
next edge is on the right. Fold the
binding upwards past the quilt
sandwich, then fold the strip
towards you to create a folded
triangle in the middle. Start sewing
�" from the top edge, carry on until
the next corner, then repeat until 
12" from the start point.
34 Cut the end of the last binding
strip so it overlaps the first piece by
2�", then join the ends of the strips
as per Step 31. Re-fold the binding,

then continue sewing to the quilt.
35 Fold the binding to the WS of the
quilt, then use small slipstitches and 
matching sewing thread to
hand-stitch the binding to the
backing fabric, making sure not to 
go through to the quilt top. 

HOW TO MAKE A RAINBOW QUILT

MODERN RAINBOW PATCHWORK QUILTS
This project was taken from
Modern Rainbow Patchwork
Quilts by Paula Steel (White 
Owl, £10.49). Featuring
14 colourful patchwork
tutorials, Paula’s book also
shares expert tips, advice on
fabric choices, and includes
beginner-friendly makes that
can be completed in a day.
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk



Get a head start on your Christmas shopping or treat yourself to
something special with these one-of-a-kind accessories

HANDMADE JEWELLERY

Advertisement feature
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made by rachel

Check out Rachel’s stunning collection of handmade polymer

clay jewellery, all bold and beautiful, with her love of colour and 

nature reflected throughout each of her products. 

www.madebyrachel.net

 madebyracheluk

Stellen

Hate waste? Love design? Then you definitely need these

stunning triangle earrings in your life, made from ex-bouncy

castles. Shop Stellen for upcycled jewellery to make you smile.

www.stellen.co.uk

 stellen_uk 

Lucy spink

Silversmith and jeweller Lucy Spink specialises in ethical

hand-crafted pieces for people who love wild places, taking her 

inspiration from ancient landscapes and lichen forms.

 www.lucyspinkjewellery.co.uk

 lucyspinkjewellery

Crystal & Stone Jewellery

Handmade in Crystal & Stone’s London studio, these goldfill

hoops have been forged, gently hammered and polished. Wear

with or without the semi-precious Spinel cubes to mix it up.

 www.crystalstonelondon.co.uk

 crystalstonelondon
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all the 
Bring warmth to hearts and homes  

with Alice Gabb’s festive tasselled banner

Trimmings 
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MATERIALS

QWhite felt, 1mm  
(1/16") thick
QUpholstery fringing, 

55cm (215/8")
Q Velvet upholstery  

fabric in rust
Q Fabric glue
QWhite sewing thread
Q Bakers’ twine, 70cm  

(275/8")
QWooden dowel, 50cm 

(19�"), 1cm (3/8") 
diameter

Crafting something especially for

Christmas always makes it more

special, as every year you get to

ooh and ahh as you remember just 
how beautiful it is.

This simple yet statement piece
takes its inspiration from those
banners you’d traditionally find in
church halls and at olden-day
protests, signifying community and
strength in unity. We love the idea
of drawing on this heritage to
spread positivity at home – just 
what we need right now.

Alice sources all her materials 
from charity shops, local
haberdasheries or Etsy, so have a
look around for similar treasures.
Any upholstery-weight fabric would
do, and you can easily create your
own lettering in a similar style to
switch up the message too. We’re
thinking ‘Mollie Makes Forever’.

01 Lay out the fabric wrong side
(WS) up, then measure and mark
out a 50 x 65cm (19� x 255/8") 

rectangle. Cut out the rectangle  
along the marked lines.
02 Fold the two long edges to
the WS by 2cm (�") and pin in
place, then sew both sides 0.5cm 
(�") in from the edge.
03 Fold the top short edge of the
banner to the WS by 4cm (15/8") and
pin in place. Sew 3cm (1�") in from
the edge, backstitching at the
beginning and end to secure the
seam. This creates the channel for 
the dowel rod for hanging.
04 Turn the banner WS up, then
measure and mark the halfway
point along the bottom raw edge.
Measure and mark 15cm (6") up
from the bottom left-hand corner
along the long edge, then draw a
line from this point to the centre of
the bottom edge. Repeat along
the right-hand long edge to create 
a pennant shape.
05 Fold both bottom corners to the
WS using the marked lines as a
guide, then pin. Sew along the
pinned edges, 0.5cm (�") in, then 

trim away the excess fabric roughly 
1.5cm (5/8") from the seam.
06 Using the template on page 82,
draw out each of the letters onto
the white felt. The easiest way to
do this is to place each letter WS
up onto the felt and mark around it.
That way, any pen marks will be on
the reverse of the felt once they’re 
turned right side (RS) up.
07 Cut out each of the letters using
a sharp pair of fabric scissors to
get a crisp cut, sticking to the lines 
where possible.
08 Lay the banner RS up on a flat
surface, smoothing out the fabric. 
Place the letters in position
referring to the main image as a
guide, and using a ruler to check
the border around the letters is
equal. Next, lay the ruler or a long
flat stick horizontally across the
banner to ensure the letters in each 
row are in a straight line.
09 Use pencils or chopsticks to
mark the position of the first letter,
then carefully lift it off the fabric, 

HOW TO MAKE A FESTIVE BANNER
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making sure not to knock anything
out of place. Glue the reverse with
a thin layer of fabric glue, then stick
it back down before moving on to
the next letter. Once all the letters
have been stuck down, leave them 
to dry thoroughly.
10 Pin the fringing along the
bottom of the banner, leaving a
small amount of overhang at either
side. Sew in place, then sew the
overhang to the WS of the banner
for a neat finish – this may need to
be hand-stitched depending on 
the thickness of the fringing.
11 Using white sewing thread,
neatly blanket stitch around the
edge of each felt letter to finish.
This is optional as the glue will
keep the letters in place, but it
does add a handmade feel to  
the finished piece.
12 To display the banner, thread
the dowel through the channel at
the top, then tie a length of bakers’
twine or ribbon to either end of 
the dowel for hanging. 

MEET THE MAKER ALICE GABB

Alice is a London-based
modern calligrapher
and banner maker.
She started making
banners in 2017 after
attending the Womens’
March in the U.S. as
she’s fascinated by their
political history in the
UK – find out more on
her Insta @alicegabb.
www.alicegabb.com
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MEET THE 

MAKER

P
ip Wilcox held many roles before

finding her way to clay. She’s

worked in finance, as a therapist, 

a corporate fundraiser for

charities, and a secular funeral

celebrant. All these career choices left her 

searching for something more.

In her mid 40s, Pip started making

pottery, and the impact the change has

had on her life has been huge. One of the

most inspiring o�-shoots started with two 

beautiful images posted on Pip’s

Instagram feed: one of her face and one of

her hands working on a pot. Part of her

caption read: “No lighting, no hiding of

lines, pores, facial hair.When my husband 

and I first saw this photo my husband

absolutely loved it – but I recoiled in

horror.The second photo of my ageing

hands also made me cringe.This is not

what the middle-aged women I see staring 

out at me from glossy magazines,

catalogues and billboards look like.Where

are the other women, the ones who look 

more like me?”

The post gathered such huge

momentum that MiddleYears Monday

was born, a community Pip started in

order to spread hope and inspiration

among women aged around 40-60.We

chat to Pip about its success, and the way

she now looks at the world around her.

Let’s start with your career change.

What set the ball rolling? I burnt out.

Having never imagined that I would be

someone who would get signed o� work

with stress and anxiety, that’s exactly

what happened. And it may sound

strange for me to say this but I’m actually

grateful now. I’m not sure that anything 

but coming to an enforced grinding

halt would have enabled me to feel free

enough to give myself permission to

start again and rebuild my life from the

ground up. So, here I am now, risen from

the ashes, working for myself and doing

something that I thought only other

people ‘out there’ got to do – working

as a potter and running an online global 

membership and community!

How would you describe your style?

I’m 50 this year and one of the liberations 

PIP WILCOX, CERAMICIST AND

FOUNDER OF GLOBAL ONLINE

COMMUNITY MIDDLE YEARS

MONDAY, TALKS CREATIVITY,

WISDOM AND FOLLOWING JOY

GROWING
INTO OUR

TRUE SELVES 
WITH

PIP WILCOX
Words: LARA WATSON

Photographs: ALUN CALLENDER



Pip’s much-loved studio

space, a room often filled

with music. The Cat’s

Cradle hands illustration

is by Mathilde Aubier.
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I’m increasingly experiencing with this life 

stage is freedom from the pressure to base 

my home, my garden, my business brand 

or my personal style on what might be 

perceived as ‘cool’ by the outside world. 

I think this has led to my visual ethos 

being centred around what feels authentic 

and uncontrived to me. I’m much more 

interested in how certain colours, fabrics, 

shapes and styles in my home or wardrobe 

will feel to me, as opposed to look on me. 

I guess it comes down to asking myself 

how would I style my home or myself if 

no one was looking?

Tell us a bit about why promoting 

and celebrating older women is so 

important to you. When I posted 

the images you mentioned above on 

Instagram, the wave of bright, fierce 

energy that built around it was a surprise 

and a joy. It was moving and exhilarating 

to witness the outpouring from the 

thousands of not-young women that 

responded, and to realise that they too 

had been yearning to see themselves 

represented. In the days that followed, 

hundreds of women posted photos of 

their faces and hands on Instagram – 

many of them doing so for the first time. 

And in turn I was flooded with yet more 

moving messages from women of all ages 

telling me of the transformative impact 

that seeing all of these beautiful and 

real middle years women was having on 

them. I realised we needed a hashtag and 

a way of keeping this mini revolution 

going, enabling us middle years women 

to connect with each other. And that’s 

how #middleyearsmonday was born. 

I’m delighted to say there are now over a 

thousand images in that hashtag gallery. 

And it’s made me very happy to think of 

all of these women from around the world 

stepping out of the middle years shadows 

and into the light of visibility.

So how did the community grow? A 

year after that post, I started Middle Years 

Monday as an online membership and 

community for women aged around 40-

60. It can be di�cult finding the language 

to describe the myriad ways in which 

these middle years may feel disorienting. 

Some of it is deeply uncomfortable, even 

feeling we no longer understand who we 

are or why we’re here. We may fear that 

opportunity has passed us by, that life 

from here gets only smaller – and that 

perhaps it’s all just too late. But there 

is so much more to our story than this, 

01 Painting with

cobalt oxide to get

a beautiful indigo.

02 A close up of

Pip’s hands at

work, the catalyst

image for Middle

Years Monday.

03  This serene 

picture was taken 

by Conrad Lee for 

UK Handmade 

magazine.

04  Pots displayed 

on shelves that once 

hung in Lion Street 

Store, one of the 

first shop and 

gallery spaces to 

show Pip’s work.

05  Pip’s faceted bud 

vases have become 

something of a 

signature make.

01

02
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because this life stage brings us gains 

as well as losses. With support we can 

find an opening up of time, opportunity, 

confidence and creativity. We can befriend 

and harness that pull to do something 

significant with the rest of our lives. We 

can attend to the whisper that’s nudging 

us to revisit the dreams we’ve pushed 

aside. We can act on the urge to shake 

things up and stake a claim in this life.

Because this is the reality of being a 

middle years woman. All of this beautiful, 

messy nuance. And that’s what Middle 

Years Monday is about.

Who inspires you? Jeska Hearne  

(@lobsterandswan on Instagram) is one of 

those people who creates aesthetic magic 

with everything she touches, seemingly 

e�ortlessly, and the home and garden she 

shares with photographer and fellow The 

Future Kept store-owner Dean are to die 

for. Barbara Hepworth, too – it’s been too 

long since I visited her sculpture garden 

“It’s made me very happy 
to think of all these 
women stepping out the 
middle years shadows.”
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in St Ives but it’s a very special place.

Breon O’Casey’s beautiful work spanned

various art forms and his prints make me

mad with desire! And some of my fellow

middle years creatives whose work I adore

are New Zealand ceramicist Pip Woods,

London-based jeweller Tamara Gomez

and Sussex stone carver Jo Sweeting.

How has your creativity shifted with 

age? It’s shifted beyond recognition

in that it wasn’t until my late 30s it

even occurred to me that giving myself

permission to take my creativity seriously 

wasn’t an indulgence. Once I’d lifted

the lid there’s been no stopping me! I’ve

been through passionate dalliances with

bookbinding, feltmaking and enamelling, 

but it’s been the medium of clay that

has really captured my heart. One of the

things that happens for many women as

they hit their 40s and 50s is they start to

feel an urge to stake more of a claim in

their lives – to focus, often for the first

time, on their own fulfilment rather than

prioritising the happiness and nurturing

of others. I definitely sense a parallel

shift in my creativity in that I feel free to

follow my own gravitational pull to make

the things that excite me – rather than

starting from the position of what I think

the market wants. It’s a much more joyful 

experience of creativity.

Would you say that our middle years

are a more creative time?Yes, in the

broader sense of the word, in that our 

middle years often bring an urgent drive

to start creating a life that feels authentic 

and true for us.This creativity takes

di�erent forms and may not result in a

move towards more obviously creative

or artistic activities. But we may start to

create and curate our lives di�erently

and with conscious intent – perhaps even 

starting all over again and rebuilding

from the ground up.This might look like

a career change with a shift in focus from

ambition to vocation, introducing stronger

boundaries into our relationships, ending

friendships that no longer feel good and

seeking out new connections, or moving 

out of the city. I would say that we

definitely tend towards reviewing what is

behind us and questioning whether we

want the second half of our life to look

the same or di�erent. It’s an incredibly 

exciting and potent time.  

And finally, what advice would you

give your younger self? I would remind 

myself that joy is my birthright.

01 Vignettes of

beautiful prints,

postcards and pots

dotted around

keep Pip inspired.

02 Pip’s maker’s

mark stamp, first

used four years ago

in a “proper potter”

moment for her.

“I feel free to follow
my own gravitational
pull to make the things  
that excite me.”

02

01

To find out more about Middle Years Monday, visit
www.middleyearsmonday.com. Find Pip on Insta
@pipwilcoxceramics, and shop her beautiful
ceramic pieces at www.pipwilcoxceramics.com. 



Go pro with your colourwork and

hook up Natalie Beard’s geo cushion 
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MATERIALS

Q Paintbox Yarns Cotton
Aran, 100% cotton,
50g/85m per ball, two
balls each in Sailor Blue
(640) (Yarn A), Blood
Orange (620) (Yarn B),
Marine Blue (634) (Yarn
C), Rose Red (614) (Yarn
D), Bubblegum Pink
(651) (Yarn E), Lipstick
Pink (652) (Yarn F), Dusty
Lilac (647) (Yarn G) and
Buttercup Yellow (623) 
(Yarn H)
Q 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) 

crochet hook
Q 40 � 40cm (15� x 15�")

cushion pad
Q Yarn needle 

TENSION

16 sts and 20 rows to
10cm (4") square over dc

ABBREVIATIONS (UK)

st(s) stitch(es)
ch chain

So you’ve got double crochet

down and dabbled in trebles,

what’s next on the list? We

suggest stepping into the world
of colourwork via this absolute 
stunner of a cushion.

Not only will it jazz up a sofa, 
kids’ room, or pretty much
anywhere it sits, it’s an easy
introduction to intarsia – a nifty
way of changing yarn colours to 
create impressive designs.

Wind yourself off several mini
balls of yarn, then get settled with 
a cuppa and this fast-paced
pattern – we guarantee you won’t 
get bored any time soon.

Instructions

The cushion is made from three
panels, one for the front and two
for the back. All three panels are
worked in rows and edged, then 
joined in the round.
The front panel uses intarsia
crochet – refer to the Special
technique information to familiarise
yourself with this before starting. 

HOW TO MAKE A CROCHET CUSHION

dc double crochet 
ss slip stitch
htr half treble
RS right side
WS wrong side
crb st crab stitch – double
crochet worked
‘backwards’. Instead of
working from right to left,
work from left to right –  
it creates a twisted, 
rounded edge
cc change colour (see
Special technique)

SPECIAL TECHNIQUE

Intarsia Intarsia is a
method of creating blocks
of colour in a pattern.
When using intarsia, you’ll
need to have separate
balls of yarn in use for each
colour change in a row.
The chart on page 82
shows the colour of the
stitches, with each square
of colour representing a 

different stitch. Read the
chart from the bottom up,
reading odd rows from
right to left and even rows
from left to right. Change
to a new colour of stitch on 
the last step of the
previous stitch (the last
yarn round hook and pull
through). Changing colour
is indicated by cc in the
pattern. As each block of 
colour is finished in a
section, either sew in the
ends or crochet over them 
as you work

FINISHED SIZE

Approx. 40 x 40cm (15�  
x 15�")



Natalie is a self-
confessed craftaholic
and loves using colour.
She’s especially
obsessed with crochet,
and always makes sure
to get a daily dose of
yarn therapy. www.
instagram.com/sewing
_the_seeds_of_love

MEET THE MAKER

NATALIE BEARD
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When working intarsia, it helps to 
wind off small balls of yarn.

Front panel (make one)

This is made with 80 rows of dc
following the colour chart on  
page 82
Foundation using Yarn A, ch64
Row 1 (RS) ch1 (does not count as
st), work 1 dc in each ch along
following the colour chart, turn  
[64 dc]
As an example, Row 1 works as 
follows:
Using Yarn B ch1, 1 dc, cc to Yarn A,
7 dc, cc to Yarn C, 1 dc, cc to Yarn
D, 8 dc, cc to Yarn E, 7 dc, cc to
Yarn F, 1 dc, cc to Yarn G, 8 dc, cc
to Yarn F, 7 dc, cc to Yarn B, 1 dc, cc
to Yarn H, 7 dc, cc to Yarn F, 1 dc,
cc to Yarn A, 7 dc, cc to Yarn C, 1 
dc, cc to Yarn H, 7 dc, turn
Rows 2-80 ch1 (does not count as 
st), work 1 dc in each st along
following the colour chart, turn
Edge join Yarn A in any corner, ch1
(does not count as st), work 64 dc
evenly�along each of the top, sides 

and bottom of the front panel of
the cushion, work 3 dc in each
corner st, join with ss to 1st dc
Fasten off and sew in the ends 

Back panel (make two)

The back panels use the same
pattern but are worked in different
colourways – refer to the colour
scheme chart on page 82 for  
each one
Foundation using Yarn A, ch64
Row 1 (RS) ch1 (does not count as
st), work 1 dc in each ch along, turn
Rows 2-28 ch2 (does not count as 
st), 1 htr in each st along, turn
Row 29 ch1 (does not count as st),
work 1 dc in each ch along, do not 
turn
Row 30 ch1 (does not count as st), 
work 1 dc in each ch along
Fasten off and sew in the ends
Edge join Yarn A to the top corner
of the panel with RS facing, ch1
(does not count as st), 1 dc in to the
first st, then work 2 dc in to the side 
of each of the next 27 htr rows,
work 1 dc in to the last st [56 dc]

Repeat the edge for the second 
side of the back panel

Finishing

Pin the two back panels to the front
panel, WS together and matching
the edges – the back panels will
overlap slightly at the centre.
Using Yarn A, work crb st around
the cushion through all layers.
Sew in the ends and stretch slightly
to allow room for the cushion pad, 
then insert the pad to finish.

15% OFF at LoveCrafts!
Get 15% off LoveCrafts yarn

using code MMCRAFTS15

at the checkout. This code is

valid from 1st October 2020

to 31st October 2020 and

can be used once per person

on orders of £/$/�10 or more

(excluding delivery). Please

note, the code can’t be used

against PDF patterns, DMC 

threads or sale items.



WORKING 
FROM HOME
Embrace the WFH lifestyle 
wholeheartedly with slick, 

functional accessories that look 
good but don’t take up too 

much space. Your desk might 
now be a dining table, but you 
can still switch it up for the 9-5.

01 02

GET
THE LOOK

03 Treating your desk
to one luxe item is a
great way to perk up
the daily grind, and it
doesn’t get much
fancier than a leather
monogrammed mouse
mat. Available in six
gorgeous shades, this
opulent beauty’ll make
you feel like a boss.
www.mwmakes.co.uk

01 No office is
complete without a
motivational poster,
and Amy Shamblen’s
version inspires the
exact amount of cute
we want to feel. It
might just be you and
the cats at home, but
there’s no excuse not
to bring your best self.
www.society6.com

05  When work-related 
clutter starts to spill 
into your home life, 
Present and Correct 
have got you. These 
organisational gurus 
are all about storage 
solutions, like this Oak 
Desk Trolley, ready to 
be wheeled out of sight 
and out of mind. www.
presentandcorrect.com

02 If you can create
your own dedicated
workspace, it makes
such a difference.
Bloomingville’s Oak
Cozy Desk is super
narrow to save on
space, but still wide
enough to fit your
computer, notebook
and a lil plant pal.
www.cuckooland.com

04  How will you know 
you’re at work without 
your own special mug? 
Gorgeous to look at 
and even lovelier to 
hold, Naked Clay 
Ceramics handcraft 
some of the best for 
your tea break – plus 
we swear drinks taste 
better in them. www.
nakedclayceramics.com
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Li v i n g

BRAND FOCUS

ponderlily
Fueled by a lifelong love of
stationery and her search
for the perfect planner,
Carina Lawson’s brand
Ponderlily combines form
and function beautifully.
Made with eco-conscious
materials, each journal,
diary and notebook is so
carefully considered, we’d
be scared to write in them
if they weren’t the most
useful things ever.
www.ponderlily.com

01 To-do lists come with space

to write daily intentions and

highlights, promoting positivity.
02 Ponderlily’s signature weekly

planner includes space for you

to focus, dream, and recharge.
03 A wall calendar with a

difference – Carina’s version

looks good and inspires, too.

BOOKMARK

grillo designs
Medina Grillo, the blogger behind
Grillo Designs, describes herself as
an IKEA-loving-upcycling-junkie.
Sharing the DIY projects of your
dreams, she’s all about 
transforming homes on a budget,
with a huge focus on renter-friendly
makes. We’re particularly obsessed
with Medina’s latest home office
update, from the fab drawer hack
to her statement wall arch inspo.
www.grillo-designs.com

01

02

03

06  Three reasons why 
plants are better than 
colleagues: they don’t 
eat your biscuits, they 
always agree with you, 
and they purify the air. 
Ok, maybe we’re 
clutching at straws now,
but Bloombox Club’s 
beauties will definitely 
boost your mood. www.
bloomboxclub.com

07  With desk surfaces 
at a premium, shelving 
is an easy way to create 
space. Our top pick are 
these statement shapes 
that come in five 
different hues and 
double as wall art. 
Colour coordinate with 
stationery for optimal 
pleasure. www.peg 
andboardltd.etsy.com 
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It’s Christmas
for crocheters!

Over 60 patterns for gorgeous garments, gifts and

decorations from the makers of Simply Crochet

WHAT’S INSIDE
� STUNNING INSPIRATION 

FOR FESTIVE MAKES

� EASY-TO-FOLLOW PATTERNS
AND STEP-BY-STEP PHOTOS

� BONUS 2021
MOOMIN CALENDAR!

Just
£9.99!*

ORDER ONLINE www.buysubscriptions.com/crochetxmas20

OR CALL 03330 162 138 AND QUOTE ‘Your Crochet Christmas 20 Print 1’

UKcalls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if o�ered by your phone tari�).

Outside of free call packages call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute.Lines are open Mon to Fri 9am-5pm.Overseas please call +44 (0)1604 973 746. 

*Price above applies to UK orders only. EUR price £11.99, ROW price £12.99. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery.

PRE-ORDER YOUR COPY NOW!
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EXCLUSIVE PAPERS!
GET INTO THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

WITH EIGHT SEASONAL PRINTS

YOU CAN CUT, WRAP AND FRAME

Germany-based illustrator Alana loves
doodling, creating art that makes people
smile. When she’s not busy drawing,
you’ll find her crafting or petting her cat. 

Illustrations: ALANA KEENAN WWW.ALANAKEENAN.DE
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HAND-PICKED PROJECTS TO FALL IN LOVE WITH

Mak i n g

If you’re in need of a creative
pick-me-up, make your next

project frivolous, fun, and off
the scale kitsch. Rosy Nicholas‘
designs are always craft goals,

and her festive stocking for
Hobbycraft is no exception.
Minimal sewing and mostly

embellishments? Yes please.
www.hobbycraft.co.uk/ideas



Try a new technique or get an instant creative fix with
all-you-need craft kits – here’s six top independent stockists

PICK OF THE KITS

Advertisement feature

66 MOLLIE MAKES

The Handmade Florist

Make beautiful long-lasting blooms and find

your new fave project with The Handmade

Florist’s felt flower craft kits – choose from

bouquets, wreaths, brooches and garlands.

www.thehandmadeflorist.com
 thehandmadeflorist

The Modern Crafter

The Modern Crafter’s contemporary punch

needle and embroidery kits are a great way

for beginners to get stuck in, including all

you need to create beautiful texture.

 www.themoderncrafter.co.uk 
 the_modern_crafter

Beaks and Bobbins

Inspired by nature and a love of colour,

Beaks and Bobbins design unique

embroidery kits, fabric panels and greetings

cards. Buy as a gift, or a treat for yourself.

 www.beaksandbobbins.etsy.com
 beaksandbobbins

Loch ness knitting

Get winter ready with Loch Ness Knitting’s

crochet cushion and blanket kits, using

sustainable naturally hand-dyed yarns. Plus,

get 20% off using code MOLLIEMAKES20.

 www.lochnessknitting.com
 lochnessknit

Dannells

Dannells offers a range of Needcraft Kits

to make creative products for your home

– you can use any fabric or wallpaper to

make your own unique lampshade.

 www.dannells.com
 needcraft_ 

The Stitchery

Learn hand-embroidery with The Stitchery’s

kits and workshops, suitable for beginners

and beyond. Use code MOLLIE10 by 30th

November 2020 for 10% off all orders.

www.nickifranklin.com
 nickifranklin_needlework



CHRISTMAS 
CHEER

Jazz up this year’s gifts with Kayley 

MacLean’s cross stitch motifs
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MATERIALS

QCotton drawstring bags
Q Pre-punched cross  

stitch gift tags
Q Bakers’ twine
QColoured card
Q Soluble canvas
Q Embroidery needle,  

size 10
Q Embroidery needle,  

size 7
Q Embroidery threads (we

used DMC Stranded
Cotton in B5200, 209,
307, 310, 445, 552, 606,
718, 893, 907, 959, 970, 
3716, 3801, 3846

There’s nothing more exciting

than a beautifully wrapped

present, its thoughtful exterior

giving you a little nod to the care
taken in choosing the gift inside.
And, as most of us don’t have time
to craft for everyone at Christmas,
these cross stitch motifs are the 
loveliest way to personalise 
shop-bought goodies.

Fall back in love with this easy
peasy craft by whipping up gift
tags and bags cosied up on the
sofa, mixing and matching colours
depending on the threads you’ve
got to hand. You could even use 
the charts to make mini tree
ornaments, or tell your pals their
tags double as keepsake decs.

How to cross stitch

01 Turn to page 82 to find the
charts for all eight of the designs.
Each square of the grid on each
chart represents a square created
by four holes in the soluble canvas 
or stitchable card. The chart 

features a combination of colours
and symbols representing the
colour of thread to be used and its
position – the exact shades can all
be found on the corresponding
key. The blank white boxes around
the outside of the design represent
the material or paper and don’t 
need stitching.
02 Choose one of the thread
colours from the chart you’ll be
stitching. We recommend starting
at the centre of the chart, as this
point can easily be matched to the
centre position of the paper or 
fabric, meaning you won’t
miscalculate and run out of space.
03 Each thread is made up of six
strands twisted together which
need to be separated out. Cut a 
length of thread measuring
approximately 60cm (235/8"), then 
gently separate the strands,
pulling slowly to prevent knotting
the thread. For the gift tags, use
three strands of thread, and for the
gift bags, use two strands. 

04 Thread the strands through the
needle. Referring to the chart,

bring the needle up through the
bottom left-hand corner of the
corresponding square on the card
or fabric. Next, take the needle
back down through the top right
corner of the square to make a
diagonal line, known as a half cross
stitch. Bring the needle back up
through the bottom right corner,
then down through the top left to
complete the cross stitch. The
thread should be pulled tight
enough to lie flat, but not so tight
that it distorts the weave of the 
fabric or rips the tag.
05 Repeat to stitch all the squares
in that thread shade. If there’s a
large block of colour, work all the
half cross stitches across that row,
then come back and complete the
cross stitch. Try not to make long
jumps across the back of the card
or fabric as the thread will show
through at the front. Instead, if an
area is more than a few stitches 

HOW TO MAKE CROSS STITCH TAGS AND GIFT BAGS 
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MEET THE MAKER KAYLEY MACLEANaway, end the thread and begin it 
again in the new spot.
06 To end the thread, turn the card
or fabric wrong side (WS) up – the
needle should also be on the WS at
this point. Pass the needle under at
least three completed stitches to
secure the thread, then trim off
the loose thread end, being careful
not to cut it too close.

For the gift tags
07 Stitch your chosen design onto a
gift tag using the relevant chart on
page 82 and three strands of
thread, following Steps 1-6. Stick to
the thread shades used, or feel free
pick your own colourway.
08 Place the stitched gift tag onto a
piece of coloured card and trace
around the outside with a pencil.
Cut out the marked shape and
punch a hole at the top of the
card, matching the position of the
hole with the one on the gift tag. 
09 Write a message on the
coloured card, then tie both tags 

together with a length of bakers’
twine. Use the twine to attach the 
finished tag to a gift.

For the gift bags
10 Cut a piece of soluble canvas
slightly larger than your chosen
chart – 14 stitches are equal to
2.5cm (1"). Using pins or bulldog
clips, fix the canvas to the front of
the cotton bag. Tack the canvas in
place with long running stitches.
11 Stitch your chosen design onto 
the bag using two strands of
thread, following Steps 1-6. Use the
thread shades listed, or feel free 
pick your own colourway.
12 Cut the tacking thread and pull 
to remove. Next, dissolve the
canvas by running the cotton bag 
under warm water until it’s
completely disappeared.
13 Flatten out the bag and leave to
dry, pressing out the creases while
slightly damp. To do this, place a
towel over the stitching, then
press gently with a warm iron. 

Kayley, A.K.A Pulp
Stitchin’, is an Aberdeen-
based fibre artist. She
finds joy in creating
positive, colourful cross
stitch kits, patterns
and rainbow stitching
aids, as well as fancy,
colourful aida to jazz up
projects. Find Kayley on
Insta @pulpstitchin.
www.pulpstitchin.co.uk
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Add a folksy feel to any outfit with

Isabella Strambio’s beaded macramé belt 
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MATERIALS

Q 51m (55� yrds) macrame
cord in natural, 1.5mm
(1/16") thick (we got ours
fromwww.bobbiny.com)
Q 35 wooden beads,

1.2cm (�") diameter
QMasking tape

Floaty, carefree boho looks

aren’t just for summer – it’s a

lifestyle we’re here for whatever

the weather. And this gorgeous
macramé belt, intertwined with
wooden beads, makes it easy to
get the look all year round. Wear it 
with maxi dresses and denim
outfits to add retro vibes, then for
chillier days, layer on a chunky knit 
cardi and belt it over the top.

If you’ve never tried macramé,
this quick make is a great place to
start. Turn to page 82 to familiarise
yourself with the various knots,
then whip up some wearable art.

01 Cut 12 425cm (1671/8") lengths 
from the macramé cord.
02 Wrap masking tape around both
ends on each length of cord to
prevent any unravelling, and to
help the cord pass through the
holes in the wooden beads.
03 Lay out the cord lengths next to 
each other on a flat surface,
aligning the ends. Fix them to the
surface with a strip of masking tape
across the ends at the top, then
add a second strip roughly 40cm 
(15�") down from the ends. 

04 As the cord lengths are
particularly long, bundle up each
individual length and secure with a
loose knot for ease of working.
05 Starting just below the second 
strip of masking tape, tie a
diagonal line of double half hitch
knots going from the centre down
towards the left-hand side. Use the
sixth cord in as a guide, and refer
to the knot tutorials on page 82
for step-by-step instructions on 
how to tie them.
06 Next, tie a diagonal line of
double half hitch knots going in the 
opposite direction, so from the
centre towards the right-hand side,
using the fifth cord in as a guide.
07 Use the four central cords to tie
four consecutive square knots,

each one directly below the last,
referring to the knot guide on page 
82 for instructions.
08 Thread a wooden bead onto
both the third cord in and the tenth
cord, then push them up so they sit
under the double half hitch knots.
09 Close the diamond shape by
making two further diagonal lines
of double half hitch knots, the first
going from the left-hand side 

HOW TO MAKE A MACRAMÉ BELT 
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down to the centre, and the second 
from the centre up to the right-
hand side. These should mirror the
double half hitch knots made in 
Steps 5 and 6.
10 Join the two diagonal lines of
knots by tying a double half hitch 
knot directly underneath.
11 Next, use the four central cords 
to tie two consecutive square
knots, working the second knot 
directly below the first.
12 Thread a wooden bead onto the
two centre strings, pushing it up

underneath the last square knot.
13 Tie two more consecutive
square knots with the four central
cords, working the second directly 
below the first.
14 Repeat Steps 5-12 until the belt
reaches your desired length – we
made ours slightly longer than
waist size – ending on a Step 9 row.
15 Tie two diagonal lines of double
half hitch knots directly under the
last, as per Step 9, then secure
with a double half hitch knot.
16 Remove the masking tape, cut
the cords to your desired length,
then knot the end of each cord 
length to finish. 

MEET THE MAKER ISABELLA STRAMBIO
Isabella is a macramé
artist and designer,
and runs macramé
workshops in London
and the UK, plus online
macramé courses. Her
new book, Macrame for

the Modern Home, is
out now, and you can
also find Isabella on
Instagram @_twome.
www.twome.co.uk 
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W
e humans are inherently social creatures. It’s in

our nature to thrive alongside a close-knit group

and we love to find like-minded souls. Charles

Darwin would tell you this helped us survive

when we were nomadic tribes, living in distant caves or

primitive huts. But surrounding ourselves with people that

find joy in similar things also gives us a sense of belonging

and helps us form strong bonds. In 2020 – when many of

these physical connections have been restricted – finding

ways to reach out to others is more important than ever.  

CRAFTERS UNITE

Whether you’re a newbie or a dab hand, crafting is a

wonderful tonic in times like these. Mindful moments

lost in creativity offer respite from the stress and worry

the pandemic has bought and a much-needed boost to our

wellbeing. And what better way to combat loneliness than

connecting with other crafters? Nicky Dewar, Learning

and Skills Director at Crafts Council (www.craftscouncil.org.

uk) notes the swath of new crafters means there are more

people than ever to connect with. “We know many people

turned to craft during lockdown. Making new connections

with people from different countries and backgrounds, with

different perspectives, can be hugely rewarding,” Nicky

points out. “By being kind to others, new friendships and

professional collaborations can be made and inspirations 

garnered from new and unexpected places.”

If you’re just getting started, Nicky recommends using 

the platforms you’re most confident with – Facebook

or Instagram perhaps – and searching for local or craft-

specific groups to join. And don’t forget to consider online 

etiquette when reaching out: “If you’re instigating the

conversation, explain why you’ve made contact – if you’d 

like some advice be clear and concise.”

“Don’t chase people across different platforms – if

they don’t respond it’s not going to be personal or about

you. And likewise, check your inbox regularly and avoid

‘hearting’ messages – instead, give a simple response.”

As you’d expect from such a creative community, new 

ways to connect have blossomed. For those running

workshops, Zoom quickly became the go-to place to meet. 

Founder of London-based company Tea and Crafting

(www.teaandcrafting.co.uk) Jane Gois started using it

for her workshops in March. “During lockdown the

sessions became such a highlight for people – to be able to

communicate with others in a little hub online was so much

fun!” And, they were more than just a way to keep busy

for some. “For people who lived alone, I think they found

the online workshops immensely helpful. I once got an 

email from a customer saying she slept the best she’s slept

in weeks after my workshop, it really distracted her and 

calmed down her worries and stresses.”

Make-alongs, stitch-alongs and craft-alongs – where

you work on a shared project using a Facebook group for

support – have also thrived. Popular ones include Wool &

The Gang, The Barmy Fox and Stitchonomy, but search

using hashtags to find one you like. Join in Twitter hours 

too – #knittinghour is a popular one.

It’s normal to crave deeper connections than the

occasional ‘like’, comment or video call though, which is

where creativity can really come into its own. Look out for

initiatives like #ArtistSupportPledge, where every time an

artist reaches £1,000 of sales, they pledge to buy £200 of

work from another artist. “Admiring the work of others and

being able to purchase it can lead to conversation, sharing

ideas and even collaborations,” says Nicky. “I’ve heard of

makers jointly creating work – each will start a piece, then

send to the next maker to add to. Once everyone has added

their unique flavour, the piece is returned to the original 

creator – a fabulous way to engage with others.”

MAKING YOUR OWN

For those already rooted in the online world, now could

be the time to start building your own craft community.

But where should you begin? “Instagram is great as the

visual nature of the platform makes it a hub of inspiration

for crafters,” points out Kirsty Poole, General Manager

at Make Your Own (www.myo.place), a company which

started offering online classes in accessible crafts like hand 

lettering and vision boards earlier this year. “Creating

free content, such as short tutorial videos or timelapses, or

giving away a few free patterns, will encourage people to

connect with you. Then you can create a hashtag for people

to share their creations, which is basically free marketing.”

Sharing your expertise is another way to grow a

following. If you’re feeling brave, try running a Facebook

or Instagram Live session where viewers can comment as

you talk and you can answer their questions, and invite 

them to connect with you in direct messages.

As your following grows, Nicky suggests hosting regular

sessions, but recommends agreeing what works for you.

“Set some ground rules – this may feel overly officious,

but if someone doesn’t follow them it’s easier to call out 

inappropriate behaviour if necessary.”

The key is to be genuine, be kind, but don’t feel the need

to always be online. Use your new connections to help you

hone your craft, build friendships and have fun, and maybe 

something beautiful will come from 2020 after all.

FINDING NEW WAYS TO REACH OUT CAN BE TRICKY, BUT HOLLY JOHNSON DISCOVERS 

HOW THE DIGITAL COMMUNITY CAN COMBAT LONELINESS AND HELP US GROW

CRAFTING CONNECTIONS ONLINE

Words: HOLLY JOHNSON Illustration: CHIARA CELINI
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Make summer memories last with Morgane Illes’ dried floral display
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Capture
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MATERIALS

QGlass dome, 25cm (97/8"),
17cm (6�") diameter
Q 20 ammobiums
Q 20 white strawflowers
Q 15 Agrostis grass stems
Q Three white flax stems
Q 10 oat stems
Q 10 hare’s tails
Q Two stems of statice
Q Five sprigs of lavender
QDry floral foam
QCraft knife

Getting out into nature is such a

joyful experience, whether you’re

strolling through the countryside,

exploring on a day trip, or just
popping to the local park. It’s a way
to take time out of a busy day and
connect with your surroundings,
and we can never resist picking the
odd flower as a keepsake.

This beautiful project is a lovely
way to treasure those souvenirs
from your wanderings, turning
them into botanical art by drying
and displaying them. That way, you
can remember sunny days and
special moments all through the 
winter months.     

Drying the flowers
01 You can easily source dried
flowers and grasses from most
florists, but if you want to dry your
own, take a pair of secateurs and a
basket with you on a walk. Some
wildflower varieties are within easy 
reach, growing by the sides of
roads and paths. Look at nature
carefully and respect it by only
cutting small quantities, preferably 
in the morning in dry, sunny
weather, as dampness extends
drying time and dulls colours.
02 Once home, stand the stems in
water for a few hours to let the 

flowers regain their freshness if
needed. You can also do this to dry
fresh flowers and grasses from a
florist, but they must not show any
signs of wilting and the leaves and
stems must be really green.
03 Remove the flowers from the
water, then tie together in small
bunches of five to ten stems using
a piece of raffia or elastic band.
Remove the lower leaves below the
point where they’re tied and make
sure to fasten the stems tightly, as
the bouquet will gradually shrink in
volume as it dries out. Stagger the 
heights of the flowers so the 
heads aren’t touching.
04 Hang the bouquets a sufficient 
distance apart for air to
circulate, approximately 25cm
(97/8"). The bunches can be hung 
upside down from a pole or
suspended from the ceiling or a
hook with string, provided they’re
in a well-ventilated area, away from
light and protected from dust. If
they can’t be dried away from light,
wrap them in kraft paper or tissue
paper, covering the entire bouquet.
05 Drying time varies from one
species to another, ranging from a
week for small, slender plants to up
to a month for the sturdiest ones.
Keep a close eye on them during 

the drying process – the flowers are 
dried once the leaves crumble 
between your fingers.

Making the globe
06 Prepare the floral materials by
cleaning the stems, removing any 
leaves from each one.
07 Cut the floral foam into a block
measuring 6 x 6 x 3cm (23/8 x 23/8 x
1�") and place it in the centre of 
the glass dome’s base.
08 Position the first stem in the
centre of the floral foam – this will
determine the maximum height of
the display, so make sure the glass 
lid fits comfortably on top.
09 Use the first stem as a marker to
plant the other flowers, converging
them all towards this midpoint. 

Stick the stems in vertically,
gradually decreasing the height
and angle so they lean outwards,
covering the top of the foam block.
10 Stick a selection of short-
stemmed flowers horizontally
around the sides of the block to
hide the floral foam, making sure it 
can’t be seen from any angle.
11 Gently place the glass dome
over the finished display, taking 
care not to damage the
flowers. The globe will protect the
flowers from any dust and damp. 

HOW TO MAKE A FLOWER GLOBE

This project was taken
from Dried Flowers by
Morgane Illes (David
& Charles Ltd., £12.99),
filled with ideas and
how-tos for modern
floral displays. www.

davidandcharles.com



plus! bonus christmas baking mag, 
filled with festive recipes!

learn how to bake

seasonal swee
t treats!

G
IF

T
 A

N
D

 C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

 S
U

B
J
E

C
T

 T
O

 C
H

A
N

G
E

on sale
29TH OCT

MOLLIE MAKES 79 

NEXT
MONTH

in

PLUS
MARBLED XMAS CRACKERS CUTE APPLIQUÉ BANNER CROCHET ADVENT CALENDAR   

 SPARKLY RESIN EARRINGS EASY-SEW TIERED SKIRT CLAY STITCH MARKERS

HOOK UP CROCHET DECORATIONS

MAKE DRIED FLOWER WREATHS

 SEW A PATCHWORK STOCKING

123



The perfect Christmas gift from
only £29.99
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continue to enjoy all year round*

Delivered direct to their door
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ALL THE SHAPES FOR THIS ISSUE’S MAKES. UNLESS

OTHERWISE STATED, TEMPLATES ARE SHOWN AT 100%.

FIND THE FULL-SIZE TEMPLATES READY TO DOWNLOAD  

AT WWW.GATHERED.COM/MOLLIEMAKES

TEMPLATES

CHRISTMAS BANNER

By Alice Gabb

PAGE 42

PHOTOCOPY AT 200%

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following
conditions. Just look for this icon. You can individually hand make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 
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FELT WREATH

By Hayley Victory

PAGE 14

DIAMOND

cut 23

SMALL LEAF

cut 26

LARGE LEAF

cut 26
TEMPLATE A

cut two

TEMPLATE B

cut three

TEMPLATE C

cut seven

turn to page 84 for the thread colour key

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following
conditions. Just look for this icon. You can individually hand make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

T em p l a t e s

CROSS STITCH TAGS

by Kayley MAcLean

PAGE 67
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KEY

THREAD THREAD

3716 907

307 959

606 209

893 B5200

970 310

718 606

445 552

3801 3846

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following
conditions. Just look for this icon. You can individually hand make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

T em p l a t e s

CROSS STITCH TAGS

by Kayley MacLean

PAGE 67
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Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following
conditions. Just look for this icon. You can individually hand make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

T em p l a t e s
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NEEDLE PUNCH WALL ART

By Kim Lawrence

PAGE 26

PHOTOCOPY AT 125%

T em p l a t e s

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following
conditions. Just look for this icon. You can individually hand make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 
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BACK PANEL COLOUR SCHEME

PANEL 1 PANEL 2

Foundation Yarn A Yarn D

Rows 1-4 Yarn A Yarn D

Rows 5-8 Yarn F Yarn E

Rows 9-12 Yarn B Yarn H

Rows 13-16 Yarn C Yarn G

Rows 17-20 Yarn G Yarn C

Rows 21-24 Yarn H Yarn B

Rows 25-28 Yarn E Yarn F

Rows 29-30 Yarn D Yarn A
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T em p l a t e s

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following
conditions. Just look for this icon. You can individually hand make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

CROCHET CUSHION

by Natalie Beard

PAGE 51
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DOUBLE HALF HITCH KNOT

01 Choose a static cord to tie the hitches
around. Hold the cord at the desired angle 
of the line you wish the knots to form.
02 Using the next available hanging cord, 

tie a half hitch around the static cord twice.
03 Pull to tighten the knots and move to
the desired position while still holding the 
static cord at the desired angle.
04 To continue, choose the next available 

hanging cord and repeat Steps 2-3, tying
two half hitches onto the static cord each 
time, finishing with a pull to secure.
05 Repeat Steps 2-4 to complete a diagonal 
line of double half hitch knots.

02 03 0401

SQUARE KNOT

01 Select the four adjacent cords to be
used. Use the left-hand cord to create a
backwards D-shaped loop, then lift the
right-hand cord over the tail, as shown.

02 Take the end of the right-hand cord and
pass it under the cords in the middle before
pulling it through the backwards D loop.
03 To finish the square knot, mirror Steps
1-2 with the opposite side cords, so create 

a D shape with the furthest right-hand cord.
04 Take the furthest left-hand cord and
lift it over the tail of the D. Pull the end of
the left-hand cord under the middle of the
crossover of cords, then out through the D.

02 03 0401

HALF HITCH KNOT

01 Choose the static cord you wish to tie 
the half hitch knot to.
02 Using your right hand, take two hanging 

cords to the right of the static cord creating
a D shape. Ensure the static cords are
resting over the top of the tail of the D.
03 Cross the ends of the D cords at the 

point where the cords meet, then place  
through the loop of the D.
04 Pull the cords to secure them in the 
desired position.

02 03 0401

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following
conditions. Just look for this icon. You can individually hand make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

T em p l a t e s

Mollie Makes (ISSN 20460228) (USPS 20517) November 2020 is published 13 times a year (monthly, with a Christmas issue in October) by Immediate Media Company Bristol Ltd., Eagle House,
Colston Avenue, Bristol, BS1 4ST United Kingdom. Distributed in the U.S. by NPS Media Group, 2 Corporate Dr., Suite 945, Shelton, CT 06484. Periodical Postage paid at Shelton, CT and 
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address change to Mollie Makes, Immediate Media, 2900 Veterans Highway, Bristol, PA 19007, USA

MACRAMÉ STITCH GUIDE
use our handy guide for the  
macramé belt on page 70
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RAINBOW QUILT
By Paula Steel

PAGE 37

LAYOUT

GUIDE

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate
and sell selected projects from this issue on the following conditions. Just look for this icon. You can individually hand make as
many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You cannot sell in
shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities,
especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you
make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to others through 
your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited (company number 05715415) is registered in England
and Wales. The registered of�ce of Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited is at Vineyard House,
44 Brook Green, London W6 7BT. All information contained in this magazine is for information only
and is, as far as we are aware, correct at the time of going to press. Immediate Media Company
Bristol Limited cannot accept any responsibility for errors or inaccuracies in such information.
Readers are advised to contact manufacturers and retailers directly with regard to the price of
products/services referred to in this magazine. If you submit unsolicited material to us, you
automatically grant Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited a licence to publish your submission
in whole or in part in all editions of the magazine, including licensed editions worldwide and in any 
physical or digital format throughout the world. Any
material you submit is sent at your risk. Although every
care is taken, neither Immediate Media Company
Bristol Limited nor its employees agents or
subcontractors shall be liable for loss or damage.

COPYRIGHT GUIDELINES FOR PROJECTS
We have requested permission from designers so you can

make and sell selected projects on the following conditions. Just look for
this icon. Please credit the designer where appropriate and when
requested. Mollie Makes encourages creativity, and want to help you
make small batches of handmade items to sell. You can handmake as
many of our labelled projects as you wish to sell for yourself, a local
event or for charity. You cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) or go
into mass production, so you cannot manufacture in large quantities,
especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part of this magazine
or its gift is prohibited – please respect one another’s copyright.
All toys for sale in the UK must meet a list of safety requirements, set out
in the Toy (Safety) Regulations 2011. To prove the requirements are met,
all toys should carry a CE Mark – a declaration by the maker that a toy is
safe. In order to use the CE mark, you must check your products meet
the requirements under the Regulations. If you’re using one of our
patterns to make items that appeal to children under 14, please take the
necessary steps to comply with legislation. Visit www.gov.uk/ce-marking
or visit shop.conformance.co.uk to find out about self-certification packs.
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SATIN STITCH

Come up at point 1, then go down
at point 2. Come up at point 3, then go
down at point 4. Repeat. Always work
the stitches across the area you’re filling,
coming up on the opposite side�where 
the needle went down.

0201

04

02

EMBROIDERY STITCH GUIDE
use our handy guide for the  

felt wreath on page �4
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TEA AND 

A CHAT

MEGAN DYMOCK  
ON THE JOYS OF 
ILLUSTRATING IN 
THREE DIMENSIONS

“What I love most  
of all is creating  
the tiny details.”

THIS MONTH I’M LOVING...
Listening to: As many podcasts as 
possible! I listen to anything, from Table 
Manners with Jessie Ware to Giovanna 
Fletcher’s Happy Mum, Happy Baby. 
Reading: How to Fail by Elizabeth 
Day. I’ve found it hugely cathartic and 
comforting during the pandemic, and as  
I embark on life after graduation.
Eating: I love cooking, and there’s 
nothing like the promise of a home-
cooked meal to get you through the day. 

A
t university I struggled to find my feet 

for a while, not knowing what my 

‘thing’ was while studying Illustration. 

I tried drawing, printing and a few 

other mediums over the course of my 

degree, but none of them felt quite right. A 

few existential crises and a whole lot of 

experimentation followed before I finally 

started working in 3D. I’d studied 

photography at school, so I began to 

combine photographic and 2D cut paper 

elements – I think I fancied myself as a 

Lauren Child [creative author-illustrator and 

collage artist] with these pieces! It wasn’t 

until the beginning of my final year at 

Cambridge School of Art that I had the light 

bulb moment to use these cut paper methods 

in a 3D way, and I instantly fell in love.�What 

I really enjoy about working in 3D is that 

there are lots of di�erent parts to the 

process. I start by doing conceptual sketches, 

then I mix the colours I want to use and paint 

them on big sheets of paper. These sheets 

then get cut up and I stick them together and 

draw on them to make the di�erent elements 

within my sets. But what I love most of all is 

creating the tiny details – I used to adore 

making small furnishings for my 

Sylvanian Family dolls’ houses when I 

was little, such as place mats and 

Plasticine doughnuts. Recently, I’ve had 

to buy some tweezers to help me stick 

together minuscule pieces of paper! At 

the end of the process I create a set and 

light it, use photography to capture it, 

then edit the photos to get the e�ect I 

want. It’s very satisfying to be able to 

hold a tiny paper peacock in your

hand after a long day of working!  

 

Visit www.megandymock.co.uk to see more of 

Megan’s tiny set ups and amazing images. You can 

also follow the next steps on her creative 3D 

journey via Instagram @megandymockillustration. 
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janome.co.uk
The world’s leading sewing machine manufacturer since 1921


