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Essentials

* Print fabric, 1.3m

» Elastic, 1Tcm wide

* Edging lace

« Matching thread

* Bias binding folder

Dimensions

Small, medium, large

1cm seam allowances are used
throughout.

sew atop

Download and print the pattern at

www.sewmag.co.uk/templates. For the
front and back top, cut two on the fold. For the
frill, cut a strip measuring: small: 21cm x 1.41m;
medium: 21lcm x 1.45m:; large; 21cm x 1.49m.

Neaten the side edges of the front and back

pieces by overlocking or zig zag stitching.
Match the front and back top pieces together
with the right sides facing. Pin the side seams
and stitch together. Press the seams open.

Make up two strips of bias binding. Cut the

strips 4cm wide and long enough to fit
around each armhole. Pass the bias strip
through a bias binding folder, pressing the
folds in as you pull it along the strip.

Carefully fold and press the binding in half
again lengthways. Slot the folded binding
over the cut curved armhole edges, then
machine edge stitch in place. Neaten the
two narrow ends of the frill strip and stitch
them together to make a circle. Press the
seam open.

Neaten around one of the edges of the

circle by folding and pressing lcm onto the
wrong side. Lay the straight edge of a length
of edging lace onto the wrong side along the
fold line, then stitch in place. Begin and finish
stitching the lace at the frill joining seam; this
seam becomes the centre back. Fold the frill in
half along the centre back seam and make a
mark on the opposite fold line on the raw edge.

Find the centre and make a mark on the

front and back top pieces. Match the centre
back seam of the frill to one of these marks,
and the other to the mark made on the frill. Pin
the frill to the top raw edge of the front and
back pieces with the wrong side of the frill
facing the right side of the back and front.

Fold and press to the wrong side, Tcm

around the top and onto the two gaps
beyond the top of the front and back, then fold
and press another 2cm. Pin and edge stitch in
place. This becomes the channel for the elastic.

Wrap a length of elastic around your

shoulders and stretch it tight while making
sure it still feels comfortable. Cut the elastic to
this length, unpick a couple of stitches at the
centre back and use a safety pin to thread it
through the channel.

Stitch the two ends of the elastic together
and tuck back inside the channel, then
close up the gap. Fold and press in Tcm at the
base of the top, followed by another 2cm, and

edge the hem in place.
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bardot top

Stand out from the crowd In this
stvlish off the shoulder number

This bright and breezy top by Amanda Walker is perfect for making
the most of the remaining sunny days before autumn. It’s so quick to
sew and would look great in a pretty cotton print, with delicate lace
edging the sleeves.
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Skirt, £59, Oasis

Sweet treat

We've used this pretty
Cotton Candy Sweet
Notes print by Susan
Driscoll for Dashwood
Studio. Priced £12 per
metre, visit
www.guthrie-ghani.co.uk
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sew style

Marvellous
machines

Stitch your top with one of
these great models!

Singer 9985 Quantum Stylist Touch

This machine, priced £699, includes a
built-in Sewer Assistance feature, plus an
extra-large Colour Touch LCD screen for
easy viewing of the numbers and images
of stitches, tension and more. With over
960 built-in stitches, including block and
script alphanumeric, this machine will
transform your ideas into personalised
creations. It also comes with a free

Mini Cupcake Turguoise 100% Cotton
Mini Bolt!

Brother NV400

Boasting 294 utility and decorative
stitches, the Brother NV400, priced
£649, also allows you to design your
own stitches. It's never been simpler to
select the function you want to use - just
press a button on the control panel. In
addition, this machine lets you adjust the
stitch width and length, then save those
settings to use again in the future!

Singer Starlet 6680

This small and compact machine, priced
£3209, is packed with features and is
ready to be taken on the move! The six
fully automatic one-step buttonholes
and automatic needle threader will save
vou time. At 750 sewing stitches per
minute up to 6.5mm in stitch width,
yvou'll finish projects quicker, plus with a
Staybright LED light, you can see your
sewing area more clearly.

To purchase these machines
and much more, visit
www.createandcraft.tv
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Cut two on fold




For frill, cut a strip
measuring:
S -2lcm x 1.41m
M -21cm x 1.45m
L - 2lcm x 1.49m
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